
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Liz Wigham



Welcome and Announcements





Here we are on the first Sunday of a 

new year. For many, a new year 

means a fresh start. We may have 

made promises or resolutions for 

2023, or perhaps we are hoping to 

break some bad habits. Maybe we’ll 

succeed, maybe we’ll fail.



Let us be reminded that we are here 

to worship a God who always 

makes good on His word. In Jesus 

Christ, God has promised us 

renewal, freedom from the hold of 

sin and eternal salvation. Stand with 

me as we read God’s word together:



All of God’s promises have been 

fulfilled in Christ with a resounding 

“Yes!” And through Christ, our 

“Amen” (which means “Yes”) 

ascends to God for his glory.



He has anointed us, set his seal of 

ownership on us, 

and put his Spirit in our hearts as 

a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come. 

Amen!



Opening Prayer



God of all time,

we praise and adore you for 

breaking into the darkness of this 

world with the glorious light of your 

presence. A light which made your 

love for the world visible

in the babe born in Bethlehem—

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior.



A light which guided those gift-

bearing travelers from afar

to find and worship the Christ-child.

A light which leads us to you, now 

revealed in Jesus Christ.



We pray that you will accept our 

worship

for it arises from hearts and minds

in awe over the enormity of your 

gift to us of pure love.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen



“O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH#230



O Little Town of Bethlehem 230

1. O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie;

above thy deep

and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by.

WORDS: Phillips Brooks, ca. 1868



Yet in thy dark

streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears

of all the years

are met in thee tonight.



2. For Christ is born of Mary,

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep,

the angels keep

their watch of

wondering love.



O morning stars together,

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing

to God the King,

and peace to

all on earth!



3. How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given;

so God imparts

to human hearts

the blessings

of his heaven.



No ear may

hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will

receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in. 



4. O holy Child

of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin,

and enter in,

be born in us today.



We hear the

Christmas angels

the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us,

abide with us,

our Lord Emmanuel!



Hearing the Word: Ecclesiastes 3:1-13



(1) For everything there is a season, 

and a time for every matter under 

heaven: (2) a time to be born, and a 

time to die; a time to plant, and a 

time to pluck up what is planted;

(3) a time to kill, and a time to heal; a 

time to break down, and a time to 

build up;



(4) a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

(5) a time to throw away stones, and a 

time to gather stones together; a time 

to embrace, and a time to refrain from 

embracing; (6) a time to seek, and a 

time to lose; a time to keep, and a 

time to throw away;



(7) a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to 

speak; (8) a time to love, and a time 

to hate; a time for war, and a time 

for peace. (9) What gain have the 

workers from their toil? (10) I have 

seen the business that God has given 

to everyone to be busy with.



(11) He has made everything suitable 

for its time; moreover he has put a 

sense of past and future into their 

minds, yet they cannot find out what 

God has done from the beginning to 

the end. 



(12) I know that there is nothing 

better for them than to be happy and 

enjoy themselves as long as they 

live; 

(13) moreover, it is God's gift that all 

should eat and drink and take 

pleasure in all their toil.



“The First Noel” UMH #245



The First Noel 245

1. The first Noel

the angel did say

was to certain

poor shepherds

in fields as they lay;

WORDS: Trad. English carol (Luke 2:8-14; Mt. 2:1-12)



in fields where they

lay keeping their sheep,

on a cold winter’s night

that was so deep.



Refrain

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

born is the

King of Israel.

(Refrain)



2. They looked up

and saw a star

shining in the east,

beyond them far;



and to the earth

it gave great light,

and so it continued

both day and night.



Refrain

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

born is the

King of Israel.

(Refrain)



3. And by the light

of that same star

three Wise Men came

from country far;



to seek for a king

was their intent,

and to follow the star

wherever it went.



Refrain

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

born is the

King of Israel.

(Refrain)



4. This star drew nigh

to the northwest,

o’er Bethlehem

it took its rest;



and there it did

both stop and stay,

right over the place

where Jesus lay.



Refrain

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

born is the

King of Israel.

(Refrain)



5. Then entered in

those Wise Men three,

full reverently

upon the knee,



and offered there,

in his presence,

their gold and myrrh

and frankincense.



Refrain

Noel, Noel,

Noel, Noel,

born is the

King of Israel.

(Refrain)



Hearing the Word: Psalm 8



(1) O LORD, our Sovereign, how 

majestic is your name in all the 

earth! You have set your glory 

above the heavens. (2) Out of the 

mouths of babes and infants you 

have founded a bulwark because of 

your foes, to silence the enemy and 

the avenger.



(3)When I look at your heavens, the 

work of your fingers, the moon and 

the stars that you have established;

(4) what are human beings that you 

are mindful of them, mortals that 

you care for them?



(5)Yet you have made them a little 

lower than God, and crowned them 

with glory and honor.

(6) You have given them dominion 

over the works of your hands; you 

have put all things under their feet,



(7) all sheep and oxen, and also the 

beasts of the field, (8) the birds of the 

air, and the fish of the sea, whatever 

passes along the paths of the seas.  

(9) O LORD, our Sovereign, how 

majestic is your name in all the 

earth!



“Covenant Prayer” W+S #3115



Covenant Prayer
John Wesley

3115

1. Lord, I am not mine,

but yours alone.

Let your will be done

and not my own.



Put me where you will,

and let me serve;

in everything I do,

let me endure.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain:



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. Amen.



2. Father, Son and Spirit 

hear my cry,

forever I am yours

and you are mine.



Father, Son and Spirit 

hear my cry,

forever I am yours

and you are mine.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain:



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. Amen.



Let me be employed for you, 

laid aside for you,

lifted high for you

or brought low.

Bridge:



Let me be full,

let me be empty.

Let me have all things

or nothing.



(st. 1) Lord, I am not mine,

but yours alone.

Let your will be done

and not my own.



Put me where you will,

and let me serve;

in everything I do,

let me endure.



Lord, I am not mine,

but yours alone.

Let your will be done

and not my own.



Put me where you will,

and let me serve;

in everything I do,

let me endure.



This is my prayer, Lord, to you. 

My promise and my vow, 

strong and true. 

Refrain:



And the covenant I make 

on earth, 

let it be fulfilled 

in heaven. Amen.



Hearing the Word: Revelation 21:1-6a



(1) Then I saw a new heaven and a 

new earth; for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. (2) And I saw 

the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband.



(3) And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, "See, the home of 

God is among mortals. He will 

dwell with them as their God; they 

will be his peoples, and God 

himself will be with them;



(4) he will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will 

be no more, for the first things have 

passed away."



(5) And the one who was seated on 

the throne said, "See, I am making 

all things new." Also he said, 

"Write this, for these words are 

trustworthy and true."



(6a) Then he said to me, "It is done! I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end.”



“Tick Tock”
Pastor Deena



Pastoral Prayer / Prayers of the People



Eternal God, before whom we are 

creatures of the day and children of 

the hour, we lift our prayers to you as 

we stand at the beginning of the new 

year. We are aware once more of the 

fleetingness of time, and the 

transiency of our being. 



So much has happened to us during 

the year so rapidly slipping away, so 

much of hurt and happiness, of loss 

and gain, of hope and fear. We did 

not expect the sorrow that was thrust 

upon us. We were surprised by the 

turn of events that changed our lives.



We look back. We remember how 

different life was a year ago. The 

slow, quiet erosion of the days has 

gone on, and we are not quite the 

same persons as we were, for better or 

for worse. 



We have had a whole year to grow in 

love or to fall out of love, to turn our 

hands to constructive tasks, or to turn 

away in idleness. We have had a 

whole year, and now it is gone.



No matter what we have done or 

failed to do, O Lord, keep us from 

dwelling on it too much. If we have 

failed, help us put the failure behind 

us. If we have done well, help us be 

glad but not complacent. There are 

other hills to climb and new hopes to 

be realized.



We know, O God, you understand our 

need to look back for a while, 

wistfully peering at the past. But start 

us looking forward. We do not know 

what events are ahead, but we do 

know you are there, and we are 

grateful. 



We pray this in the powerful name of 

Jesus Christ

who taught us all to pray, saying...



Our God who is with us, holy is 

your name

Your Kingdom come, your will 

be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily 

bread,



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Offering Prayer



God of glorious surprises: Like the 

wise men sent by Herod, we, too, 

come as searchers for a glimpse of 

your presence. As were the people in 

those days, we are surprised that we 

find you not in a palace but in a 

stable, surrounded by a family of 

poor refugees…



and worshiped by the lowly 

shepherds. Like them, our gifts 

from our wealth seem 

simultaneously too material and 

woefully shabby and outshined by 

what you have given us. 



Just the same, use our gifts for the 

work of justice, mercy, and 

compassion—as would befit the 

Savior who sleeps in a manger. It’s 

in is holy name, we pray. Amen.



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



“This is the Day of New Beginnings” UMH #383



This Is a Day

of New Beginnings
383

WORDS: Brian Wren, 1978; alt. 1987 (Rev. 21:5)

1. This is a day

of new beginnings,

time to remember

and move on,

© 1983, 1987 Hope Publishing Co.



time to believe

what love is bringing,

laying to rest

the pain that’s gone.



2. For by the life

and death of Jesus,

God’s mighty Spirit,

now as then,



can make for us

a world of difference,

as faith and hope

are born again.



3. Then let us,

with the Spirit daring,

step from the past

and leave behind



our disappointments,

guilt, and grieving,

seeking new paths,

and sure to find.



4. Christ is alive,

and goes before us

to show and share

what love can do.



This is a day

of new beginnings;

our God is making

all things new.



5. In faith we’ll gather

round the table

to taste and share

what love can do.



This is a day

of new beginnings;

our God is making

all things new.



Benediction



Go from this place; not into 

darkness, but the new day! 

Go into the Light of God's eternal, 

inspiring Love. 

Go to be those who bring peace, 

love, hope and joy. And God will 

always be with you. 

AMEN.



Postlude: Liz Wigham



www.trinityumceugene.org

Want to Know 

More About 

Trinity UMC?

Visit Our Website



Thank you for joining us!
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