
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





Let us pray for the Spirit of Wisdom 

to rest upon us

A spirit of understanding and 

knowledge

Grant us to live in harmony

God’s mercy prevail



Let us pray for God’s steadfastness 

to gird our spirit

May peace prevail like lamb and 

wolf

Grant us to live in harmony

God’s mercy prevail



Let us pray, for voices crying out in 

the wilderness

Women living in fear, children 

hiding

Grant all a place of harmony

God’s mercy prevail



Let us pray, repent of harm done to 

the innocent

Clear the chaff of abuse and hurt

Bear the Spirit of harmony

God’s mercy prevail



Let us pray for the God of hope, joy 

and peace to fill

All hearts, one voice glorify

God, prepare the way

God’s mercy prevail



“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” UMH196 vs 1-2



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 196

1. Come, thou long-

expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears

and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744



Israel’s strength

and consolation,

hope of all

the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.



2. Born thy people

to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign

in us forever,

now thy gracious

kingdom bring.

(Verse 2)



By thine own

eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all

sufficient merit,

raise us to

thy glorious throne.



Lighting of the Peace Candle- The Petersons



Reader One: “They will not hurt or 

destroy on all my holy mountain, for the 

earth will be full of the knowledge of 

the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On 

that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 

signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 

glorious”



Reader Two: We are the followers of 

that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We 

are the ones who are now called to 

stand as a signal to the world, to all of 

creation, that peace is the will of the one 

who created us. Peace is the knowledge 

of the Lord that we proclaim from sea 

to shining sea.



Reader One: “In those days John the 

Baptist appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea proclaiming. “Repent for the 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” 

And “bear fruit worthy of repentance” 



Reader Two: We light these candles, the 

candle of joyful hope and the candle of 

proclaimed peace, in part to remind 

ourselves that we are a people rising 

toward God’s promise…



…But we also light them as a sign to 

the world, an announcement there are 

some who hold on to hope and there are 

some who work the ways of peace. We 

stand as a sign that Emmanuel is still 

our fervent prayer.



“Advent Song” Verses 1+2 TFWS#2090



Advent Song
(Light the Advent Candle)

Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)

2090

1. Light the Advent

candle, one:

Now the waiting has begun;

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker



we have started

on our way,

time to think of

Christmas day.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



2. Light the Advent

candle, two:

Think of humble 

shepherds, who



filled with wonder

at the sight

of the child

of Christmas night.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



Hearing the Word: Isaiah 11:1-10



(1) A shoot shall come out from the 

stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots. (2)The spirit of 

the LORD shall rest on him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the 

spirit of knowledge and the fear of 

the LORD.



(3) His delight shall be in the fear of the 

LORD. He shall not judge by what his 

eyes see, or decide by what his ears 

hear; (4) but with righteousness he shall 

judge the poor, and decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth; he shall 

strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips 

he shall kill the wicked.



(5) Righteousness shall be the belt 

around his waist, and faithfulness 

the belt around his loins.

(6) The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid, the calf and the lion and the 

fatling together, and a little child 

shall lead them.



(7) The cow and the bear shall graze, 

their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the 

ox.

(8) The nursing child shall play over 

the hole of the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put its hand on the 

adder's den.



(9) They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth 

will be full of the knowledge of the 

LORD as the waters cover the sea.



(10) On that day the root of Jesse 

shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of 

him, and his dwelling shall be 

glorious.



“Let There Be Peace on Earth” UMH#431



Let There Be Peace on Earth 431

Let there be peace on earth,

and let it begin with me;

let there be peace on earth,

the peace that was

meant to be.
© 1955.  Assigned to Jan-Lee Music, © renewed 1983

WORDS: Sy Miller and Jill Jackson



With God our creator,

children all are we.

Let us walk

with each other

in perfect harmony.



Let peace begin with me;

let this be

the moment now.

With every step I take,

let this be

my solemn vow:



to take each moment

and live each moment

in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth,

and let it begin with me.



Hearing the Word: Romans 15:4-13



(4) For whatever was written in 

former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness 

and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope.



(5) May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, (6) that 

together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.



(5) May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in 

harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, (6) that 

together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 



(7) Welcome one another, therefore, 

just as Christ has welcomed you, for 

the glory of God. (8) For I tell you 

that Christ has become a servant of 

the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might 

confirm the promises given to the 

patriarchs,



(9) and in order that the Gentiles 

might glorify God for his mercy. As 

it is written, "Therefore I will 

confess you among the Gentiles, and 

sing praises to your name";

(10) and again he says, "Rejoice, O 

Gentiles, with his people";



(11) and again, "Praise the Lord, all 

you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 

praise him";

(12) and again Isaiah says, "The root 

of Jesse shall come, the one who 

rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 

Gentiles shall hope."



(13) May the God of hope fill you 

with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.



“Oh Come All Ye Faithful” vs 1-4 UMH#234



O Come, All Ye Faithful 234

1. O come all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye,

O come ye, to Bethlehem.

WORDS: John F. Wade, ca. 1743; trans. by Frederick Oakeley 1841, and others



Come and 

behold him,

born the 

King of angels;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



2. True God of true God,

Light from Light Eternal,

lo, he shuns not

the Virgin’s womb;

(Verse 2)



Son of the 

Father,

begotten, 

not created;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



3. Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation;

O sing, all ye citizens

of heaven above!

(Verse 3)



Glory to God,

all glory in

the highest;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



4. See how the shepherds,

summoned to his cradle,

leaving their flocks,

draw nigh to gaze;

(Verse 4)



we too will thither

bend our 

joyful footsteps;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



Hearing the Word: Matthew 3:1-12



(1) In those days John the Baptist 

appeared in the wilderness of 

Judea, proclaiming,

(2) "Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near."



(3) This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he 

said, "The voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: 'Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.'"



(4) Now John wore clothing of 

camel's hair with a leather belt 

around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey.



(5) Then the people of Jerusalem 

and all Judea were going out to 

him, and all the region along the 

Jordan,

(6) and they were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins.



(7) But when he saw many 

Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to 

them, "You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? (8) Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance.



(9) Do not presume to say to 

yourselves, 'We have Abraham 

as our ancestor'; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham.



(10) Even now the ax is lying at 

the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire.



(11) "I baptize you with water for 

repentance, but one who is 

more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to 

carry his sandals. He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire.



(12) His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his 

threshing floor and will gather 

his wheat into the granary; but 

the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire."



“Life of Christmas 
Present!”

Pastor Deena



Song in Response: “He Came Down” TFWS#2085



He Came Down
Trad. Cameroon   

2085

He came down

that we may have love;

he came down

that we may have love; 

© 1990 WGRG The Iona Community (Scotland), admin. by GIA Publications, Inc.



he came down

that we may have love,

Hallelujah forevermore.

Leader: Why did he come?



He came down

that we may have peace;

he came down

that we may have peace; 



he came down

that we may have peace,

Hallelujah forevermore.

Leader: Why did he come?



He came down

that we may have joy;

he came down

that we may have joy; 



he came down

that we may have joy,

Hallelujah forevermore.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Pastoral Prayer / Prayers of the People



Cut off from home and heritage, 

cut down to build somebody else’s 

prosperity, Lord we come.

Cut off from songs, traditions, 

and culture that kept us 

together for so long, Lord we 

come.



Cut off by a world that expects 

more misery and more money, 

Lord we come.

Cut off by systems that delight 

in evil and ignore 

righteousness, Lord we come.



But because we serve God who 

judges people like us with 

righteousness, God will send a 

righteous judge, like a shoot out of 

a stump.

Because God is with us, the 

wolf will dwell with the lamb, 

like a shoot out of a stump.



Let your spirit of wisdom and 

understanding rise up in us, like a 

shoot out of a stump.

We expect you to help us grow 

powerful and united, righteous 

and holy, even in a sinful world, 

like a root out of a stump.



May we be moved to compassion 

and action in your name.

We pray this in the powerful name 

of Jesus Christ

who taught us all to pray, saying...



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Holy Communion



As we come to this table, we are 

reminded that this is the table of Jesus 

Christ, a banquet prepared for 

everyone. All who seek to be 

nourished and sustained in the journey 

of faith, all who seek wholeness and 

compassionate paths to peace and 

justice, are welcome here. 



God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift our hearts in prayer.

Let us give thanks to God. 

It is good to give God thanks and 

praise.



Let us pray: Blessed are you, Breath 

of peace, Giver of all life, Source of 

love that knows no boundaries. 

Your song of wisdom rang out 

before the world began; throughout 

the ages, your song of liberation has 

impregnanted us with your hope for 

a world where:



those considered last and least are 

first and most; violence is overcome 

by the power of your ancient love; 

and, all siblings work together for 

peace.



You bring our longings to birth,

and send prophets to awaken us 

to your approaching Advent among 

us. We thank you for those who, 

like Mary, have the strength and 

courage to give birth to your love in 

the world;



for those who, like the shepherds,

dare to seek out the Child of 

Bethlehem; for those who, like the 

wise ones, actively challenge violent 

and oppressive powers.



We praise you that your everlasting 

light is shown to us in womb and 

tomb, in cradle and cross, in 

tenderness and compassion.

We join in the Advent prayer of all 

your people, 

“O come, Emmanuel.”



as we wait and watch for your 

coming among us, we proclaim your 

goodness.

At this time, we also remember 

all with whom you would have us 

share your feast.



We pray for all who are in sorrow or 

in pain… all who are ill or alone…

all who are close to our hearts…

all our sisters who live with fear, 

oppression, or hunger… all whose 

lives have been blighted by 

violence, racism, or poverty…



for all whom the world counts as 

last and least. We pray for the 

church and its many ministries, for 

nations as they strive for peace and 

justice, for an end to violence 

against women.



God of hope, make this bread the 

means of our rebuilding,

this wine the medium of our 

transformation, this table the 

foundation of our renewal, and this 

community the place of our rebirth. 

Amen.



At this time, we remember Jesus,

Who on the night before he died,  

took a loaf of bread, gave you 

thanks, broke it, and said, “Take and 

eat; whenever you do this, 

remember me.”



Likewise, after supper, he took the 

cup, saying, “This is the new 

covenant; remember me.” Gracious 

God, Breath of peace, Source of 

love, we pray for your Spirit. 



Make us, while many, one. 

Make us, though broken, whole. 

Make us, despite death, alive. 

And so we pray: 

Come, Holy Spirit, come. 



The body of Christ, the Bread of 

life. The lifeblood of Christ, 

the cup of blessing. Let us eat and 

drink together for our strengthening 

in the faith, and for the sake of the 

world.



We thank you, God, for breaking 

into our world and pouring into our 

lives and our experiences. We thank 

you, God, for this meal of 

thanksgiving and the stories of love, 

grace, and hope that it tells. Amen.



“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” TFWS#2171



Make Me a Channel

of Your Peace
Prayer of St. Francis; adapt. by Sebastian Temple (Matt. 6:12-15) 

2171

1. Make me a channel

of your peace.

Where there is hatred,

let me bring your love.

© 1967 OCP Publications

(Verse 1)



Where there is injury,

your pardon, Lord,

and where there’s doubt,

true faith in you.



2. Make me a channel

of your peace.

Where there’s 

despair in life,

let me bring hope.

(Verse 2)



Where there is darkness,

only light,

and where there’s sadness,

ever joy.



3. Oh, Master, grant that

I may never seek

so much to be consoled

as to console,

(Verse 3)



to be understood

as to understand,

to be loved

as to love

with all my soul.



4. Make me a channel

of your peace.

It is in pardoning

that we are pardoned,

(Verse 4)



in giving of ourselves

that we receive,

and in dying that

we’re born to eternal life.



Benediction



Prophets of old put forth bold and 

broad dreams of the coming of God. 

So too may we, here and now, 

imagine unlikely and precious life –

possible once more as the Divine 

draws near. 

The opportunity is ours to be faithful 

and courageous in our commitment 

to that incarnation.



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco



www.trinityumceugene.org

Want to Know 

More About 

Trinity UMC?

Visit Our Website



Thank you for joining us!


