
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Liz Wigham



Welcome and Announcements





O Sing to the Lord a New Song, for 

God has done marvelous things.

God has remembered God’s 

steadfast love and faithfulness to 

the house of Israel.



Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all 

the earth; breath forth into joyous 

song and sing praises.

Women: Sing praises to the Lord 

with the lyre, with the lyre and 

the sound of melody.



Men: With trumpets and the 

sound of the horn make a joyful 

noise before the King, the Lord.

All: Sing to the Lord a new song, 

for God has done marvelous 

things! Christ our Savior has 

come!



Opening Song: “Joy to the World” UMH#246



Joy to the World 246

1. Joy to the world,

the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let every heart

prepare him room,

WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1719 (Ps. 98:4-9) 



and heaven and nature sing,
(and heaven and nature sing,)

and heaven and nature sing,
(and heaven and nature sing,)

and heaven, and heaven,

and nature sing.



2. Joy to the world,

the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods,

rocks, hills and plains



repeat the sounding joy,
(repeat the sounding joy,)

repeat the sounding joy,
(repeat the sounding joy,)

repeat, repeat

the sounding joy.



3. No more let sins

and sorrows grow,

nor thorns

infest the ground;

he comes to make

his blessings flow



far as the curse is found,
(far as the curse is found,)

far as the curse is found,
(far as the curse is found,)

far as, far as

the curse is found.



4. He rules the world

with truth and grace,

and makes

the nations prove

the glories of

his righteousness,



and wonders of his love,
(and wonders of his love,)

and wonders of his love,
(and wonders of his love,)

and wonders, wonders

of  his love.



Lighting of the Advent Candles



In this season of waiting, of longing,

of looking for you to come 

into our world

We are seeking light



In our own lives

We are seeking light

In our neighborhoods

We are seeking light

In our families

We are seeking light



In our work

We are seeking light

In Grace

We are seeking light

In our nation

We are seeking light



In our world

We are seeking light

Seek and you shall find

Knock and the door will be opened

Ask and it will be given to you



Jesus Christ you are the light of 

the world

May we have eyes to see you

And ears to hear you

Come into our world today

Amen



“Advent Song” TFWS#2090



Advent Song
(Light the Advent Candle)

Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)

2090

1. Light the Advent

candle, one:

Now the waiting has begun;

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker



we have started

on our way,

time to think of

Christmas day.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



2. Light the Advent

candle, two:

Think of humble 

shepherds, who



filled with wonder

at the sight

of the child

of Christmas night.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



3. Light the Advent

candle, three:

Think of

heavenly harmony;



angels singing 

“Peace on earth”

at the blessed

Savior’s birth.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



4. Light the Advent

candle, four:

Think of joy

forevermore;



Christ Child in

a stable born,

gift of love

that Christmas morn.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



5. Light the Christmas

candles, now:

Sing of donkey,

sheep, and cow;



birthday candles

for the King,

let the alleluias ring.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



Hearing the Word: Isaiah 52:7-10



(7) How beautiful upon the 

mountains are the feet of the 

messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who 

announces salvation, who says to 

Zion, "Your God reigns."



(8) Listen! Your sentinels lift up their 

voices, together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see the return 

of the LORD to Zion.

(9) Break forth together into singing, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 

LORD has comforted his people, he 

has redeemed Jerusalem.



(10) The LORD has bared 

his holy arm before the 

eyes of all the nations; and 

all the ends of the earth 

shall see the salvation of 

our God.



“Good Christian Friends Rejoice” UMH#224



Good Christian

Friends, Rejoice
224

1. Good Christian

friends, rejoice

with heart and

soul and voice;

WORDS: 14th cent. Latin; trans. by John Mason Neale, 1855



give ye heed

to what we say:

News, news!

Jesus Christ is

born today!



Ox and ass

before him bow,

and he is in

the manger now.

Christ is born today,

Christ is born today!



2. Good Christian

friends, rejoice

with heart and

soul and voice;



now ye hear

of endless bliss:

News, news!

Jesus Christ was

born for this!



He hath opened

heaven’s door,

and ye are blest

forevermore.

Christ was born for this,

Christ was born for this!



3. Good Christian

friends, rejoice

with heart and

soul and voice;



now ye need

not fear the grave:

News, news!

Jesus Christ was

born to save!



Calls you one

and calls you all

to gain his

everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save,

Christ was born to save!



Hearing the Word: Psalm 98



(1) O sing to the LORD a new 

song, for he has done 

marvelous things. His right hand 

and his holy arm have gotten 

him victory.



(2) The LORD has made known 

his victory; he has revealed his 

vindication in the sight of the 

nations.



(3) He has remembered his 

steadfast love and faithfulness 

to the house of Israel. All the 

ends of the earth have seen the 

victory of our God.



(4) Make a joyful noise to the 

LORD, all the earth; break forth 

into joyous song and sing 

praises.

(5) Sing praises to the LORD with 

the lyre, with the lyre and the 

sound of melody.



(6) With trumpets and the sound 

of the horn make a joyful noise 

before the King, the LORD.

(7) Let the sea roar, and all that 

fills it; the world and those who 

live in it.



(8) Let the floods clap their 

hands; let the hills sing together 

for joy (9) at the presence of the 

LORD, for he is coming to judge 

the earth. He will judge the world 

with righteousness, and the 

peoples with equity.



“O Come All Ye Faithful” UMH#234



O Come, All Ye Faithful 234

1. O come all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant,

O come ye,

O come ye, to Bethlehem.

WORDS: John F. Wade, ca. 1743; trans. by Frederick Oakeley 1841, and others



Come and 

behold him,

born the 

King of angels;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



2. True God of true God,

Light from Light Eternal,

lo, he shuns not

the Virgin’s womb;

(Verse 2)



Son of the 

Father,

begotten, 

not created;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



3. Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation;

O sing, all ye citizens

of heaven above!

(Verse 3)



Glory to God,

all glory in

the highest;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



4. See how the shepherds,

summoned to his cradle,

leaving their flocks,

draw nigh to gaze;

(Verse 4)



we too will thither

bend our 

joyful footsteps;



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



5. Child, for us sinners

poor and in the manger,

we would embrace thee

with love and awe.

(Verse 5)



Who would not 

love thee,

loving us 

so dearly?



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning,

Jesus, to thee be

all glory given.

(Verse 6)



Word of the 

Father,

now in flesh 

appearing:



Refrain

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord.



Hearing the Word: Hebrews 1:1-12



(1) Long ago God spoke to our 

ancestors in many and various ways 

by the prophets,

(2) but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through 

whom he also created the worlds.



(3) He is the reflection of God's glory 

and the exact imprint of God's very 

being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word. When he had 

made purification for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of the 

Majesty on high,



(4) having become as much superior 

to angels as the name he has 

inherited is more excellent than 

theirs. (5) For to which of the angels 

did God ever say, "You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you"? Or 

again, "I will be his Father, and he 

will be my Son"?



(6) And again, when he brings the 

firstborn into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him."

(7) Of the angels he says, "He makes 

his angels winds, and his servants 

flames of fire."



(9) You have loved righteousness 

and hated wickedness; therefore 

God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your 

companions."(10) And, "In the 

beginning, Lord, you founded the 

earth, and the heavens are the work 

of your hands;



(11) they will perish, but you remain; 

they will all wear out like clothing;

(12) like a cloak you will roll them 

up, and like clothing they will be 

changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will never end."



“Love Came Down at Christmas” UMH#242



Love Came Down at Christmas 242

1. Love came down

at Christmas,

Love all lovely,

Love divine;

WORDS: Christina G. Rossetti, 1885



Love was born

at Christmas;

star and angels

gave the sign.



2. Worship we

the Godhead,

Love incarnate,

Love divine;



worship we

our Jesus,

but wherewith

for sacred sign?



3. Love shall be

our token;

love be yours and

love be mine;



love to God

and all men,

love for plea

and gift and sign.



Hearing the Word: John 1:1-14



(1) In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. (2) He was in the 

beginning with God. (3) All things 

came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being…



(4) in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people. (5) The light 

shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. (6) 

There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. (7) He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him.



(8) He himself was not the light, but 

he came to testify to the light.

(9) The true light, which enlightens 

everyone, was coming into the 

world. (10) He was in the world, and 

the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know 

him.



(11) He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept 

him. (12) But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he 

gave power to become children of 

God, (13) who were born, not of 

blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God.



(14) And the Word became flesh and 

lived among us, and we have seen 

his glory, the glory as of a father's 

only son, full of grace and truth.



Original Songs



To the Tune of “What Child is This?”

What time is this that I can rest when all the cats are sleeping.

It’s quiet here so full of cheer

When Jesus comes to join us.

Yes, yes this is the one

Who joins us now, who joins us now.

Yes, yes the child is born

The one who came to join us.

This child with us, God comes to us

The one who knows us personally

We hold him near, this one so dear

The one who brings us comfort.

Yes, yes, this is the one

Who joins us now, who joins us now.

Yes, yes the child is born

The one who came to join us.



To the Tune of “Jingle Bells”

Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes Today!

Oh How happy we will be cause Jesus comes today. Repeat

Vs 1

Walking to the town, with taxes to be paid, no place left to 

stay, but Jesus come today

Vs 2

In a manger born, the animals gather round

And the angels all proclaim

That Jesus comes today!

Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes Today!

Oh How happy we will be cause Jesus comes today. Repeat



To the Tune of “Jingle Bells”

Vs 3

From fields and town afar, all folks gather in

The see the newborn King, cause Jesus comes today.

Vs 4

Our hearts all fill with joy, Our king is now here

And lives with us for evermore

Cause Jesus comes today!

Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes, Jesus Comes Today!

Oh How happy we will be cause Jesus comes today. Repeat



Nollaid Shoa daoibh!

‘Nolag-shona-dov’

Happy Christmas!

Feliz Navidad!

Merry Christmas!



Message: 
“Two Kinds of Birth”

with Deena Wolfe



Lighting 
Candles 

in 
Memory



Prayers of the People



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



In the darkness of that holy night, a child who 

is our Savior is born. And from the darkness of 

that holy night we receive the gift that will 

overcome that darkness. O God of light, we 

thank you for illuminating our lives. Because 

we are children of the light, we now offer our 

gifts to you. We pray that these gifts will bring 

light to all parts of your world. Amen



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Closing Song: “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry 
TFWS#2051



I Was There to Hear

Your Borning Cry
John Ylvisaker

2051

1. “I was there

to hear your borning cry,

I’ll be there when

you are old.

© 1985 John Ylvisaker

(Verse 1)



I rejoiced the day

you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.



2. I was there

when you were but a child,

with a faith to suit you well;

in a blaze of light

you wandered off

to find where demons dwell.



3. “When you heard

the wonder of the Word

I was there to cheer you on;

you were raised to praise

the living Lord,

to whom you now belong.



4. If you find

someone to share your time

and you join 

your hearts as one,

I’ll be there to make

your verses rhyme

from dusk till rising sun.



5. “In the middle ages

of your life,

not too old, no longer young,

I’ll be there to guide you

through the night,

complete what I’ve begun.



6. When the evening

gently closes in

and you shut your

weary eyes,

I’ll be there

as I have always been

with just one more surprise.



7. “I was there

to hear your borning cry,

I’ll be there when

you are old,

I rejoiced the day

you were baptized,

to see your life unfold.”



Benediction



Come and see!
The light of God has come into our world
to proclaim God’s justice and love;
It has overcome the darkness and brought new life.
Come and follow!
Christ our companion has redeemed our world
He draws us into a loving family
From every tribe and family and culture.
Go and tell!
The Spirit has equipped us for service
To love our neighbours as we do ourselves
To bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth.
Come and see, come and follow, go and tell!
In God’s Love the nations of the earth will put their hope.
Adapted from a prayer by Christine Sine on Godspace. http://godspace-msa.com/. Posted on the website of the 
Irricana United Church. Reposted:

http://godspace-msa.com/


Nollaid Shoa daoibh!

‘Nolag-shona-dov’

Happy Christmas!

Feliz Navidad!

Merry Christmas!



Postlude: Liz Wigham
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Thank you for joining us!
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