
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





The impossible is about to happen 

in a stable.

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light;

Those who lived in a land of deep 

darkness,

on them has the light shined!



This is the evening when creation 

stood still and held its breath,

for God was doing the most 

unbelievable, dangerous thing.

This is the evening when God 

embraced humanity

from the inside, as one of us, from 

birth to death.



In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

And the Word became flesh and 

dwelt among us,

full of grace and truth.

Amen!



Opening Prayer



Holy God of Love,

There is light in our lives

because of the abundance of your 

steadfast love.

A love so vast, so deep, so real,

that you became one of us.



May we live within the power of 

this love.

And may we share its light with a 

world

where too many dwell in darkness. 

Amen.



Lighting of the Advent Candles



Reader 1: Advent hope moves us; 

Advent love leads us; Advent joy 

stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that 

we might affirm our King Jesus. 

It is time we set flame to this 

Advent affirmation by lighting the 

Christ Candle.



Reader 2: We believe that Jesus is the 

Son of God. He was born of the Virgin 

Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. He was 

the long-awaited Messiah whose 

coming was prophesied. The same 

Jesus lives today in our hearts. He 

deserves our highest loyalty and total 

commitment. Please join me in saying:



Readers and Audience:

In Jesus Christ, our hope is 

fulfilled; our love is 

consummated; our joy is 

complete; and our peace is sealed.



“Advent Song” TFWS#2090



Advent Song
(Light the Advent Candle)

Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)

2090

1. Light the Advent

candle, one:

Now the waiting has begun;

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker



we have started

on our way,

time to think of

Christmas day.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



2. Light the Advent

candle, two:

Think of humble 

shepherds, who



filled with wonder

at the sight

of the child

of Christmas night.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



3. Light the Advent

candle, three:

Think of

heavenly harmony;



angels singing 

“Peace on earth”

at the blessed

Savior’s birth.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



4. Light the Advent

candle, four:

Think of joy

forevermore;



Christ Child in

a stable born,

gift of love

that Christmas morn.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



5. Light the Christmas

candles, now:

Sing of donkey,

sheep, and cow;



birthday candles

for the King,

let the alleluias ring.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



Hearing the Word: Luke 2:1-5



(1) In those days, Caesar Augustus 

made a law. It required that a list be 

made of everyone in the whole 

Roman world. (2) It was the first time 

a list was made of the people while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.  

(3) Everyone went to their own town 

to be listed.



(4) So Joseph went also. He went 

from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea. That is where 

Bethlehem, the town of David, was. 

Joseph went there because he 

belonged to the family line of 

David. 



(5) He went there with Mary to be 

listed. Mary was engaged to him. 

She was expecting a baby. 



“O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH#230



O Little Town of Bethlehem

230

1. O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie;

above thy deep

and dreamless sleep

the silent stars go by.

WORDS: Phillips Brooks, ca. 1868



Yet in thy dark

streets shineth

the everlasting light;

the hopes and fears

of all the years

are met in thee tonight.



2. For Christ is born of Mary,

and gathered all above,

while mortals sleep,

the angels keep

their watch of

wondering love.



O morning stars together,

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing

to God the King,

and peace to

all on earth!



3. How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given;

so God imparts

to human hearts

the blessings

of his heaven.



No ear may

hear his coming,

but in this world of sin,

where meek souls will

receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in. 



4. O holy Child

of Bethlehem,

descend to us, we pray;

cast out our sin,

and enter in,

be born in us today.



We hear the

Christmas angels

the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us,

abide with us,

our Lord Emmanuel!



Hearing the Word: Luke 2:6-7



(6) While Joseph and Mary were 

there, the time came for the child to 

be born. 



(7) She gave birth to her first baby. It 

was a boy. She wrapped him in 

large strips of cloth. Then she 

placed him in a manger. That’s 

because there was no guest room 

where they could stay.



“What Child is This?” UMH#219



What Child Is This
219

1. What child is this

who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

WORDS: William C. Dix, 1865 (Lk. 2:6-20; Mt. 2:1-12)



Whom angels greet

with anthems sweet,

while shepherds

watch are keeping? 



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



2. Why lies he in

such mean estate

where ox and

ass are feeding?



Good Christians, fear,

for sinners here

the silent

Word is pleading.



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



3. So bring him incense,

gold, and myrrh,

come, peasant,

king, to own him;



the King of kings

salvation brings,

let loving

hearts enthrone him.



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



Hearing the Word: Luke 2:8-12



(8) There were shepherds living out 

in the fields nearby. It was night, 

and they were taking care of their 

sheep. (9) An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them. And the glory of 

the Lord shone around them. They 

were terrified. 



(10) But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid. I bring you good 

news. It will bring great joy for all 

the people. (11) Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to 

you. He is the Messiah, the Lord. 



(12) Here is how you will know I am 

telling you the truth. You will find a 

baby wrapped in strips of cloth and 

lying in a manger.”



“Rise Up, Shepherd and Follow” TFWS#2096



Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow
(There’s a Star in the East)

African American spiritual  (Matt. 2:1-12; Luke 2:8-20) 

2096

Leader

1. There’s a star in the East

on Christmas morn;

All

rise up, shepherd,

and follow;



Leader

it will lead to the place

where the Christ was born;

All

rise up, shepherd,

and follow.



Refrain
All

Follow, follow,

rise up, shepherd,

and follow,

follow the star of Bethlehem.

Rise up, shepherd,

and follow.

(Refrain)



Leader

2. If you take good heed

to the angel’s words;

All

rise up, shepherd,

and follow;



Leader

you’ll forget your flocks,

you’ll forget your herds;

All

rise up, shepherd,

and follow.



Refrain
All

Follow, follow,

rise up, shepherd,

and follow,

follow the star of Bethlehem.

Rise up, shepherd,

and follow.

(Refrain)



Hearing the Word: Luke 2:13-14



(13) Suddenly a large group of angels 

from heaven also appeared. They 

were praising God. They said,

(14) “May glory be given to God in 

the highest heaven!

And may peace be given to those he 

is pleased with on earth!”



“Angels We Have Heard on High” UMH#238



Angels We Have

Heard on High
238

1. Angels we have

heard on high

sweetly singing

o’er the plains

WORDS: Trad. French carol; trans. Crown of Jesus, 1862, alt. (Lk 2:6-20)



and the mountains

in reply

echoing their

joyous strains.



Refrain

Glo - - - - - ri – a,

in excelsis Deo!

Glo - - - - - ri – a, 

in excelsis Deo!



2. Shepherds,

why this jubilee?

Why your joyous

strains prolong?



What the gladsome

tidings be

which inspire your

heavenly song?



Refrain

Glo - - - - - ri – a,

in excelsis Deo!

Glo - - - - - ri – a, 

in excelsis Deo!



3. Come to

Bethlehem and see

Christ whose birth

the angels sing;



come, adore

on bended knee,

Christ the Lord,

the newborn King.



Refrain

Glo - - - - - ri – a,

in excelsis Deo!

Glo - - - - - ri – a, 

in excelsis Deo!



4. See him in

a manger laid,

whom the choirs

of angels praise;



Mary, Joseph,

lend your aid,

while our hearts

in love we raise.



Refrain

Glo - - - - - ri – a,

in excelsis Deo!

Glo - - - - - ri – a, 

in excelsis Deo!



Hearing the Word: Luke 2:15-20



(15) The angels left and went into 

heaven. Then the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. 

Let’s see this thing that has happened, 

which the Lord has told us about.” 

(16) So they hurried off and found Mary 

and Joseph and the baby. The baby 

was lying in the manger. 



(17) After the shepherds had seen 

him, they told everyone. They 

reported what the angel had said 

about this child. (18) All who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds 

said to them. 



(19) But Mary kept all these things 

like a secret treasure in her heart. 

She thought about them over and 

over. (20) The shepherds returned. 

They gave glory and praise to God. 

Everything they had seen and heard 

was just as they had been told.



“Away in a Manger” UMH#217



Away in a Manger

217

1. Away in a manger,

no crib for a bed,

the little Lord Jesus

laid down his sweet head.

WORDS: Anon. (Lk. 2:7)



The stars in the sky

look down where he lay,

the little Lord Jesus,

asleep on the hay.



2. The cattle are lowing,

the baby awakes,

but little Lord Jesus,

no crying he makes;



I love thee, Lord Jesus,

look down from the sky

and stay by my cradle

till morning is nigh.



3. Be near me, Lord Jesus,

I ask thee to stay

close by me forever,

and love me, I pray;



bless all the dear children

in thy tender care,

and fit us for heaven

to live with thee there.



Message:
“The Birth of the Year”

Teri Watanabe



“The Closing of the Year”



This is a time to be together

And the truth is somewhere 

here

Within our love of people

At the closing of the year



For God so loved the world 
that he gave

his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. 

John 3:16



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Pastoral Prayer



God of birth, God of light,

in this time of song and prayer and 

silence,

reawaken in us the awe of Christmas.

As we hear again the story of a young 

woman and a surprising visitor,

remind us that we are called to 

respond to you in unexpected ways.



And when we leave this place,

may we be willing to sing praises

for a young woman who said YES

and the birth that we prepare to 

celebrate. We pray in the name of the 

child who even now is waiting to push 

from the womb, who would later teach 

His friends to pray saying:



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 

Your name, Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily 

bread. Forgive us our trespasses as 

we forgive those who trespass against 

us. 



Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil. For Yours is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory 

forever. Amen. 



“Silent Night” UMH#239



Silent Night, Holy Night 239

1. Silent night,

holy night,

all is calm,

all is bright

WORDS: Joseph Mohr, 1818, alt.; sts. 1, 2, 3 trans. by John F. Young;

st. 4 trans, anon. (Lk. 2:6-20)



round yon virgin

mother and child.

Holy infant,

so tender and mild,

sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.



2. Silent night,

holy night,

shepherds quake

at the sight;



glories stream

from heaven afar,

heavenly hosts sing

Alleluia!

Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born!



3. Silent night,

holy night,

Son of God,

love’s pure light;



radiant beams from

thy holy face

with the dawn

of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.



4. Silent night,

holy night,

wondrous star,

lend thy light;



with the angels

let us sing,

Alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born,

Christ the Savior is born!



Benediction



May the everlasting love of God enfold 

you in blessing,

May the Spirit’s light shine before you,

And may the embrace of the Holy Child

Keep you this night and always. Amen.



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco



www.trinityumceugene.org

Want to Know 

More About 

Trinity UMC?

Visit Our Website



Thank you for joining us!
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