
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Liz Wigham



Welcome and Announcements





We praise you, O God, for being not 

only the God of history but the God 

of our story. You have gathered us 

here today to remind us that 

although you are the one to whom 

all power belongs, yet you care for 

the weak and powerless. 



You care for us. We praise you for 

joining your story to ours in such a 

special way through Jesus, our 

Lord. He proved his great love for 

you and for each person in the way 

he lived—releasing what was 

captive, lifting up the burdened, 

empowering the powerless.



God, source of lovingkindness and 

strength, we worship you.

Jesus, foundation of our faith, we 

worship you.

Holy Spirit, ground of our very 

being, we worship you. Amen



“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” UMH#196
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1. Come, thou long-

expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears

and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744



Israel’s strength

and consolation,

hope of all

the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.



2. Born thy people

to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign

in us forever,

now thy gracious

kingdom bring.

(Verse 2)



By thine own

eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all

sufficient merit,

raise us to

thy glorious throne.



Lighting of the Advent Candle- Joy



Reader One: “The wilderness and 

the dry land shall be glad; the desert 

shall rejoice and blossom; like the 

crocus. It shall blossom abundantly 

and rejoice with joy and singing . . . 

A highway shall be there, and it 

shall be called the Holy Way;



the unclean shall not travel on it, but it 

shall be for God's people; no traveler, 

not even fools, shall go astray .  And 

the ransomed of the LORD shall return 

and come to Zion with singing; 

everlasting joy shall be upon their 

heads; they shall obtain joy and 

gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 

flee away.”



Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah 

tells us about the joy of ascending to 

God’s house. The prophet tells us to 

imagine being set free, being 

unburdened, being released to live, 



to fully live in the grace and wonder 

of life itself, surrounded by those 

who love us like no one else. And 

then he tells us that the journey to 

get there is just as much a joy.



Reader One: The Psalmist says 

“Happy are these whose help is the 

God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

Lord, who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps faith, who executes 

justice, gives food, sets prisoners 

free, opens eyes, lifts up, watches 

over, upholds . . . 



The Lord will reign forever, your 

God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the Lord!”



Reader Two: We light these candles, 

the candle of joyous hope, of 

proclaimed peace, and of deep and 

everlasting joy, as a sign that we are 

those who walk with a skip in our 

step because we can see the 

destination, and it is pure joy. We 

are ascending to God’s promise.



“Advent Song” Verses 1-3 TFWS#2090



Advent Song
(Light the Advent Candle)

Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)

2090

1. Light the Advent

candle, one:

Now the waiting has begun;

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker



we have started

on our way,

time to think of

Christmas day.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



2. Light the Advent

candle, two:

Think of humble 

shepherds, who



filled with wonder

at the sight

of the child

of Christmas night.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



3. Light the Advent

candle, three:

Think of

heavenly harmony;



angels singing 

“Peace on earth”

at the blessed

Savior’s birth.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



Hearing the Word: Isaiah 35:1-10



(1) The wilderness and the dry land 

shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice 

and blossom; like the crocus

(2) it shall blossom abundantly, and 

rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 

of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 

majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They 

shall see the glory of the LORD, the 

majesty of our God.



(4) Say to those who are of a fearful 

heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here 

is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible 

recompense. He will come and save 

you.“ (5) Then the eyes of the blind 

shall be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf unstopped;



(6) then the lame shall leap like a 

deer, and the tongue of the 

speechless sing for joy. For waters 

shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert;



(7) the burning sand shall become a 

pool, and the thirsty ground springs 

of water; the haunt of jackals shall 

become a swamp, the grass shall 

become reeds and rushes.



(8) A highway shall be there, and it 

shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it 

shall be for God's people; no traveler, 

not even fools, shall go astray. (9) No 

lion shall be there, nor shall any 

ravenous beast come up on it; they 

shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there.



(10) And the ransomed of the LORD 

shall return, and come to Zion with 

singing; everlasting joy shall be 

upon their heads; they shall obtain 

joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away.



“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” UMH#218



It Came upon the

Midnight Clear
218

1. It came upon

the midnight clear,

that glorious song of old,

from angels bending

near the earth,

to touch their harps of gold:

WORDS: Edmund H. Sears, 1849 (Lk. 2:8-14)



“Peace on the earth,

good will to men,

from heaven’s

all gracious King.”

The world in solemn

stillness lay

to hear the angels sing.



2. Still through the 

cloven skies they come

with peaceful

wings unfurled,

and still their

heavenly music floats

o’er all the weary world;



above its sad

and lowly plains,

they bend on

hovering wing,

and ever o’er its

Babel sounds

the blessed angels sing.



3. And ye, beneath

life’s crushing load,

whose forms

are bending low,

who toil along

the climbing way

with painful steps and slow,



look now! for glad

and golden hours

come swiftly on the wing.

O rest beside

the weary road,

and hear the angels sing!



4. For low! the days

are hastening on,

by prophet seen of old,

when with the

ever-circling years

shall come the time foretold



when peace

shall over all the earth

its ancient splendors fling,

and the whole world

send back the song

which now the angels sing.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 146:5-10



(5) Happy are those whose help is the 

God of Jacob, whose hope is in the 

LORD their God, (6) who made heaven 

and earth, the sea, and all that is in 

them; who keeps faith forever; (7) who 

executes justice for the oppressed; 

who gives food to the hungry. The 

LORD sets the prisoners free;



(8) the LORD opens the eyes of the 

blind. The LORD lifts up those who 

are bowed down; the LORD loves the 

righteous. (9) The LORD watches over 

the strangers; he upholds the orphan 

and the widow, but the way of the 

wicked he brings to ruin.



(10) The LORD will reign forever, 

your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD!



“What Child is This?” UMH#219
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1. What child is this

who, laid to rest,

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?

WORDS: William C. Dix, 1865 (Lk. 2:6-20; Mt. 2:1-12)



Whom angels greet

with anthems sweet,

while shepherds

watch are keeping? 



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



2. Why lies he in

such mean estate

where ox and

ass are feeding?



Good Christians, fear,

for sinners here

the silent

Word is pleading.



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



3. So bring him incense,

gold, and myrrh,

come, peasant,

king, to own him;



the King of kings

salvation brings,

let loving

hearts enthrone him.



Refrain

This, this is Christ the King,

whom shepherds guard

and angels sing;

haste, haste to bring him laud,

the babe, the Son of Mary.



Hearing the Word: Luke 1:46b-55



(46b) "My soul magnifies the Lord,

(47) and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, (48) for he has looked with 

favor on the lowliness of his 

servant. Surely, from now on all 

generations will call me blessed; (49) 

for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me, and holy is his name.



(50) His mercy is for those who fear 

him from generation to generation.

(51) He has shown strength with his 

arm; he has scattered the proud in 

the thoughts of their hearts.

(52) He has brought down the 

powerful from their thrones, and 

lifted up the lowly;



(53) he has filled the hungry with 

good things, and sent the rich away 

empty.

(54) He has helped his servant Israel, 

in remembrance of his mercy,

(55) according to the promise he 

made to our ancestors, to Abraham 

and to his descendants forever."



Message:
“Christmas Future”’

Deena Wolfe



“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” UMH#229



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

229

1. Infant holy, infant lowly,

for his bed a cattle stall;

oxen lowing, little knowing,

Christ the babe is

Lord of all.



Swift are winging,

angels singing,

noels ringing,

tidings bringing:

Christ the babe is

Lord of all.



2. Flocks are sleeping,

shepherds keeping

vigil till the morning new

saw the glory,

heard the story,

tidings of a gospel true.



Thus rejoicing,

free from sorrow,

praises voicing,

greet the morrow:

Christ the babe was

born for you.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayers of the People



Maranatha,

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon.

The glory of God shall be revealed

and all flesh shall see it together



Maranatha,

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon!

Sing aloud, waste places of 

Jerusalem!

Sing to the God who gives courage 

and strength.



Maranatha,

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon!

You who are unsure of what you 

believe, or whether you believe at 

all: listen!

You who are weighed down by 

thoughts of failure,

or feelings of grief: listen!



You whose hearts are heavy,

whose problems seem 

insurmountable: listen!

Soon God’s salvation will come;

God’s deliverance will be revealed.



For a woman shall conceive and 

bear a son

and shall call his name Emmanuel: 

God with us

Maranatha

Come, Lord Jesus, come soon!



May we be moved to compassion 

and action in your name.

We pray this in the powerful name 

of Jesus Christ

who taught us all to pray, saying...



Creator God, who is with us, 

holy is your name

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



“Joy to the World” UMH#246



Joy to the World

246

1. Joy to the world,

the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;

let every heart

prepare him room,



and heaven and nature sing,
(and heaven and nature sing,)

and heaven and nature sing,
(and heaven and nature sing,)

and heaven, and heaven,

and nature sing.



2. Joy to the world,

the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ;

while fields and floods,

rocks, hills and plains



repeat the sounding joy,
(repeat the sounding joy,)

repeat the sounding joy,
(repeat the sounding joy,)

repeat, repeat

the sounding joy.



3. No more let sins

and sorrows grow,

nor thorns

infest the ground;

he comes to make

his blessings flow



far as the curse is found,
(far as the curse is found,)

far as the curse is found,
(far as the curse is found,)

far as, far as

the curse is found.



4. He rules the world

with truth and grace,

and makes

the nations prove

the glories of

his righteousness,



and wonders of his love,
(and wonders of his love,)

and wonders of his love,
(and wonders of his love,)

and wonders, wonders

of  his love.



Benediction



One day the wilderness will blossom 

with flowers;

and the desert wasteland will come 

alive with new growth.

And God’s glory and splendor will 

be on full display.

With this news, strengthen those 

who have tired hands,

and encourage those who have 

weak knees.



Say to those with fearful hearts,

“Be strong, and do not fear,

for your God is coming to save you.”

So go with confidence into the days 

ahead.



And may the love of God,

the grace of Jesus Christ,

and the presence of the Holy Spirit,

be among you and within you. 

Amen.



Postlude: Liz Wigham
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