
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





Heavenly Father, we rejoice that we 

can come into Your house today and 

worship You with those who love 

You, too. Thank You for inspiring and 

leading Your people to establish Your 

house here in this place.



We pray that all who worship here 

might experience Your love, grace, 

mercy, and forgiveness.

We pray for Your people all the world 

over, and we pray that they might 

prosper along with us as we serve 

You and others.



May everyone who trusts in Jesus 

Christ find and experience peace with 

God, others, and themselves. Through 

Your only begotten Son, Jesus, we 

pray. 

Amen.



Opening Song: 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

UMH 196



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

196

1. Come, thou long-

expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears

and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.



Israel’s strength

and consolation,

hope of all

the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.



2. Born thy people

to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign

in us forever,

now thy gracious

kingdom bring.



By thine own

eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all

sufficient merit,

raise us to

thy glorious throne.



Lighting of the Advent Candle- Hope



Reader One: “I was glad when they 

said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of 

the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1 NRSV)



Reader Two: We are glad. Whether 

we drove in or climbed up, whether 

we logged on or tuned in. We are glad 

to be here in this community, with 

this family. It is a place of joyful 

hope, of radical welcome. It is a place 

where, together, we can wait in 

wondrous anticipation of the kingdom 

to come.



Reader One: “Many peoples shall 

come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to 

the mountain of the Lord, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; that God 

may teach us God’s ways and that we 

may walk in Gods paths’” 

(Isaiah 2:3 NRSV).



Reader Two: We light this candle as a 

sign of our hope, our joyous hope that 

we can be restored – our faith 

restored, our strength restored, our 

confidence restored, our joy restored 

as we watch and wait with all God’s 

people for the promise to be fulfilled.



Advent Song- Verse 1 TFWS 2090



Advent Song
(Light the Advent Candle)

Mary Lu Walker (Luke 2:1-20)

2090

1. Light the Advent

candle, one:

Now the waiting has begun;

© 1975 Mary Lu Walker



we have started

on our way,

time to think of

Christmas day.



Refrain

Candle, candle, 

burning bright,

shining in the 

cold winter night;



candle, candle, 

burning bright,

fill our hearts 

with Christmas light.



Hearing the Word: Isaiah 2:1-5



(1) The word that Isaiah son of Amoz

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

(2) In days to come the mountain of 

the Lord's house shall be established 

as the highest of the mountains, and 

shall be raised above the hills; all the 

nations shall stream to it.



(3) Many peoples shall come and say, 

"Come, let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God 

of Jacob; that he may teach us his 

ways and that we may walk in his 

paths." For out of Zion shall go forth 

instruction, and the word of the 

LORD from Jerusalem.



(4) He shall judge between the 

nations, and shall arbitrate for many 

peoples; they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, and their spears into 

pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall 

they learn war any more. (5) O house 

of Jacob, come, let us walk in the 

light of the LORD!



Song: “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” UMH 211



O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 211

Sts. 1, 3, 5ab, 6cd, 7ab © 1940, 1943, renewed 1981 The Church Pension Fund;

trans. sts. 4, 5cd, 6ab, 7cd © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing

House; antiphons © 1962 Sisters of St. Benedict

WORDS: 9th cent. Latin; trans. st. 1, 3, 5ab, 6cd, 7ab, The Hymnal, 1940; st. 2, 

Henry Sloane Coffin, 1916; st. 4, 5cd, 6ab, 7cd, Laurence Hull Stookey, 1986

1. O come, O come,

Emmanuel,

and ransom

captive Israel,



that mourns in

lowly exile here

until the Son

of God appear.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



2. O come, thou wisdom

from on high,

and order all things

far and nigh;



to us the path of

knowledge show

and cause us in her

ways to go.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



3. O come, O come,

great Lord of might,

who to thy tribes

on Sinai’s height



in ancient times once

gave the law

in cloud and majesty

and awe.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



4. O come, thou Root

of Jesse’s tree,

an ensign of

thy people be;



before thee rulers

silent fall;

all peoples on thy

mercy call.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



5. O come, thou Key

of David, come,

and open wide our

heavenly home.



The captives from their

prison free,

and conquer death’s

deep misery.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



6. O come, thou Dayspring,

come and cheer

our spirits by thy

justice here;



disperse the gloomy

clouds of night,

and death’s dark shadows

put to flight.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



7. O come, Desire of

nations bind

all peoples in

one heart and mind.



From dust thou brought

us forth to life;

deliver us from

earthly strife.



Refrain

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel

shall come to thee,

O Israel.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 122



(1) I was glad when they said to me, 

"Let us go to the house of the 

LORD!"

(2) Our feet are standing within your 

gates, O Jerusalem.

(3) Jerusalem built as a city that is 

bound firmly together.



(4) To it the tribes go up, the tribes of 

the LORD, as was decreed for Israel, 

to give thanks to the name of the 

LORD.

(5) For there the thrones for judgment 

were set up, the thrones of the house 

of David.



(6) Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

"May they prosper who love you. 

(7) Peace be within your walls, and 

security within your towers."

(8) For the sake of my relatives and 

friends I will say, "Peace be within 

you."



(9) For the sake of the house of the 

LORD our God, I will seek your 

good.



Song: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” UMH 220



Angels from the

Realms of Glory
220

1. Angels from the

realms of glory,

wing your flight

o’er all the earth;

WORDS: James Montgomery, 1816 (Lk. 2:8-20; Mt. 2:1-12; Mal. 3:1)



ye who sang

creation’s story

now proclaim

Messiah’s birth:



Refrain

Come and worship,

come and worship,

worship Christ,

the newborn King.



2. Shepherds, in the

field abiding,

watching o’er your

flocks by night,



God with us

is now residing,

yonder shines

the infant light:



Refrain

Come and worship,

come and worship,

worship Christ,

the newborn King.



3. Sages, leave

your contemplations,

brighter visions

beam afar;



seek the great

Desire of nations;

ye have seen

his natal star:



Refrain

Come and worship,

come and worship,

worship Christ,

the newborn King.



4. Saints, before the

altar bending,

watching long

in hope and fear;



suddenly the

Lord, descending,

in his temple

shall appear:



Refrain

Come and worship,

come and worship,

worship Christ,

the newborn King.



Hearing the Word: Romans 13:11-14



(11) Besides this, you know what time 

it is, how it is now the moment for 

you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we 

became believers; (12) the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 

aside the works of darkness and put 

on the armor of light;



(13) let us live honorably as in the day, 

not in reveling and drunkenness, not 

in debauchery and licentiousness, not 

in quarreling and jealousy. 

(14) Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires.



Song in Response: “In the Bleak of Midwinter” UMH 221



In the Bleak Midwinter 221

1. In the bleak midwinter,

frosty wind made moan,

earth stood hard as iron,

water like a stone;

WORDS: Christina G. Rossetti, 1872 (Lk. 2:8-14)



snow had fallen,

snow on snow,

snow on snow,

in the bleak midwinter

long ago.



2. Our God, heaven

cannot hold him,

nor earth sustain;

heaven and earth

shall flee away

when he comes to reign.



In the bleak

midwinter

a stable place sufficed

the Lord God Almighty,

Jesus Christ.



3. Angels and archangels

may have gathered there,

cherubim and seraphim

thronged the air;



but his mother only,

in her maiden bliss,

worshiped the beloved

with a kiss.



4. What can I give him,

poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd,

I would bring a lamb;



if I were a Wise Man,

I would do my part;

yet what I can

I give him:

give my heart.



Hearing the Word: Matthew 24:36-44



(36) "But about that day and hour no 

one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. (37) For as the days of Noah 

were, so will be the coming of the 

Son of Man. 



(38) For as in those days before the 

flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, 

until the day Noah entered the ark, 

(39) and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, 

so too will be the coming of the Son 

of Man.



(40) Then two will be in the field; one 

will be taken and one will be left.

(41) Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken and one 

will be left. (42) Keep awake therefore, 

for you do not know on what day 

your Lord is coming.



(43) But understand this: if the owner 

of the house had known in what part 

of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would 

not have let his house be broken into.

(44) Therefore you also must be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.



Message: “Bah Humbug!”

Pastor Deena



Song in Response: “Gather Us In” TFWS 2236



Gather Us In
Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13)

2236

1. Here in this place

new light is streaming,

now is the darkness

vanished away,

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.



see in this space

our fears and our dreamings,

brought here to you

in the light of this day.



Gather us in

the lost and forsaken,

gather us in

the blind and the lame;



call to us now,

and we shall awaken,

we shall arise

at the sound of our name.



2. We are the young

our lives are a myst’ry,

we are the old

who yearn for your face,



we have been sung

throughout all of hist’ry,

called to be light

to the whole human race.



Gather us in

the rich and the haughty,

gather us in

the proud and the strong;



give us a heart

so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage

to enter the song.



3. Here we will take

the wine and the water,

here we will take

the bread of new birth,



here you shall call

your sons and

your daughters,

call us anew

to be salt for the earth.



Give us to drink

the wine of compassion,

give us to eat

the bread that is you;



nourish us well,

and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy

and hearts that are true.



4. Not in the dark

of buildings confining,

not in some heaven,

light-years away,



but here in this place

the new light is shining,

now is the Kingdom,

now is the day.



Gather us in

and hold us forever,

gather us in

and make us your own;



gather us in

all peoples together,

fire of love

in our flesh and our bone.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayers of the People



God of love and mercy,

thank you for your great gift of your 

Child, Jesus Christ, who fills us with 

all that we need.

Merciful God, we are fully aware that 

not all your children are able to bask 

in joy or peace during this season.



We pray for peace within all walls: 

walls within our own homes, walls 

that surround each city and town.

We pray that during this season of 

Advent we may usher your promise 

of salvation into our lives and that we 

may share the Good News of our 

Savior with others.



We pray that the promise of your 

birth may be the promise that we live 

in and share at home, at work and at 

school. May we be moved to 

compassion and action in your name. 

We pray this in the powerful name of 

Jesus Christ who taught us all to pray, 

saying...



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Song: “Come Ye Thankful People Come” UMH 694



Come, Ye Thankful

People, Come

694

1. Come, ye thankful

people, come,

raise the song of harvest home;

all is safely gathered in,

ere the winter storms begin.

WORDS: Henry Alford, 1844, alt. (Mk. 4:26-29; Mt. 13:36-43)



God our Maker doth provide

for our wants to be supplied;

come to God’s own

temple, come,

raise the song

of harvest home.



2. All the world is

God’s own field,

fruit as praise to God we yield;

wheat and tares

together sown

are to joy or sorrow grown;



first the blade

and then the ear,

then the full corn shall appear;

Lord of harvest, grant that we

wholesome grain

and pure may be.



3. For the Lord

our God shall come,

and shall take

the harvest home;

from the field shall in that day

all offenses purge away,



giving angels

charge at last

in the fire the tares to cast;

but the fruitful

ears to store

in the garner evermore.



4. Even so, Lord,

quickly come,

bring thy final harvest home;

gather thou thy people in,

free from sorrow,

free from sin,



there, forever purified,

in thy presence to abide;

come, with all

thine angels, come,

raise the glorious

harvest home.



Benediction



Go forth and walk the path of the 

Lord. Go forth and live as one 

instructed in the ways of the Lord.

Take the weapons of your life and 

turn them into instruments of peace 

and justice.

Praise be to our God who shows us 

the way!



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco
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