
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





It is done.

God has always been in charge—

yesterday and today.

Even when things seem out of 

control, God’s reign is on its way.

Let us prepare the way for God.



Opening Song: : “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

UMH #196



Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 196

1. Come, thou long-

expected Jesus,

born to set thy people free;

from our fears

and sins release us,

let us find our rest in thee.

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1744



Israel’s strength

and consolation,

hope of all

the earth thou art;

dear desire of every nation,

joy of every longing heart.



2. Born thy people

to deliver,

born a child and yet a King,

born to reign

in us forever,

now thy gracious

kingdom bring.



By thine own

eternal spirit

rule in all our hearts alone;

by thine all

sufficient merit,

raise us to

thy glorious throne.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 46



(1) God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble.

(2) Therefore we will not fear, though 

the earth should change, though the 

mountains shake in the heart of the 

sea; (3) though its waters roar and 

foam, though the mountains tremble 

with its tumult. Selah



(4) There is a river whose streams 

make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High.

(5) God is in the midst of the city; it 

shall not be moved; God will help it 

when the morning dawns.



(6) The nations are in an uproar, the 

kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, 

the earth melts.

(7) The LORD of hosts is with us; the 

God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

(8) Come, behold the works of the 

LORD; see what desolations he has 

brought on the earth.



(9) He makes wars cease to the end of 

the earth; he breaks the bow, and 

shatters the spear; he burns the 

shields with fire.

(10) "Be still, and know that I am God! 

I am exalted among the nations, I am 

exalted in the earth."



(11) The LORD of hosts is with us; the 

God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah



Song in Response: “Gather Us In” TFWS 2236



Gather Us In
Marty Haugen (Matt. 5:13)

2236

1. Here in this place

new light is streaming,

now is the darkness

vanished away,

© 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.



see in this space

our fears and our dreamings,

brought here to you

in the light of this day.



Gather us in

the lost and forsaken,

gather us in

the blind and the lame;



call to us now,

and we shall awaken,

we shall arise

at the sound of our name.



2. We are the young

our lives are a myst’ry,

we are the old

who yearn for your face,



we have been sung

throughout all of hist’ry,

called to be light

to the whole human race.



Gather us in

the rich and the haughty,

gather us in

the proud and the strong;



give us a heart

so meek and so lowly,

give us the courage

to enter the song.



3. Here we will take

the wine and the water,

here we will take

the bread of new birth,



here you shall call

your sons and

your daughters,

call us anew

to be salt for the earth.



Give us to drink

the wine of compassion,

give us to eat

the bread that is you;



nourish us well,

and teach us to fashion

lives that are holy

and hearts that are true.



4. Not in the dark

of buildings confining,

not in some heaven,

light-years away,



but here in this place

the new light is shining,

now is the Kingdom,

now is the day.



Gather us in

and hold us forever,

gather us in

and make us your own;



gather us in

all peoples together,

fire of love

in our flesh and our bone.



Hearing the Word: Colossians 1:11-20



(11) May you be made strong with all 

the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, and may you be 

prepared to endure everything with 

patience, while joyfully

(12) giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light.



(13) He has rescued us from the power 

of darkness and transferred us into the 

kingdom of his beloved Son,

(14) in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins.

(15) He is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of all creation;



(16) for in him all things in heaven and 

on earth were created, things visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers--all 

things have been created through him 

and for him.

(17) He himself is before all things, 

and in him all things hold together.



(18) He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he 

might come to have first place in 

everything.

(19) For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell,



(20) and through him God was pleased 

to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by 

making peace through the blood of 

his cross.



Song in Response: “Shine Jesus Shine” TFWS#2173



Shine, Jesus, Shine
Graham Kendrick (2 Cor. 4:6)

2173

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;

© 1987 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



1. Lord, the light of your

love is shining

in the midst of the

darkness shining;



Jesus, Light of the

World, shine upon us,

set us free by the

truth you now bring us.

Shine on me, shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



2. Lord, I come to your

awesome presence

from the shadows

into your radiance;



by the blood I may

enter your brightness,

search me, try me,

consume all my darkness.

Shine on me,

shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



3. As we gaze on your

kingly brightness,

so our faces

display your likeness;



ever changing from

glory to glory,

mirrored here may our

lives tell your story.

Shine on me,

shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



Hearing the Word: Luke 23:33-43 



(33) When they came to the place that 

is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on 

his right and one on his left.

(34) Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive 

them; for they do not know what they 

are doing." And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing.



(35) And the people stood by, 

watching; but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, "He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!"

(36) The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour 

wine, (37) and saying, "If you are the 

King of the Jews, save yourself!"



(38) There was also an inscription over 

him, "This is the King of the Jews."

(39) One of the criminals who were 

hanged there kept deriding him and 

saying, "Are you not the Messiah? 

Save yourself and us!"



(40) But the other rebuked him, saying, 

"Do you not fear God, since you are 

under the same sentence of 

condemnation?

(41) And we indeed have been 

condemned justly, for we are getting 

what we deserve for our deeds, but 

this man has done nothing wrong."



Message
Naphtali Renshaw



Song in Response: “Lo How a Rose Eer Blooming” UMH216



Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 216

1. Lo, how a Rose

e’er blooming

from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse’s lineage coming,

as those of old have sung.

St.  3 © 1940, 1942, renewed 1971 The Church Pension Fund

WORDS: Sts. 1-2, 15th cent. German; trans. by Theodore Baker 1894;

st. 3 from The Hymnal, 1940 (Is. 35:1-2)



It came a floweret bright,

amid the cold of winter,

when half spent

was the night.



2. Isaiah ’twas foretold it,

the Rose I have in mind;

with Mary we behold it,

the Virgin Mother kind.



To show God’s love aright,

she bore to us a Savior,

when half spent

was the night.



3. O Flower, 

whose fragrance tender

with sweetness

fills the air,

dispel in glorious splendor

the darkness everywhere.



True man yet very God,

from sin and death

now save us,

and share our every load.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayers of the People



Lord Jesus,

you stretched out your arms of love 

on the hard wood of the cross,

that all people might come within the 

reach of your saving embrace.



Clothe us in your Spirit, that we,

stretching out our hands in loving 

service for others,

may bring those who do not know 

you to an awareness and love of you;



who with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit live and reign,

One God forever! Amen!

Let us pray with thanksgiving words 

which provided an example of how to 

pray to God:



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Song in Response: “Lord of the Dance” 

UMH 667



Lord of the Dance 261

1. I danced in the morning

when the world was begun,

and I danced in the moon

and the stars

and the sun,
© 1963 Stainer & Bell Ltd.

WORDS: Syndey Carter, 1963



and I came

down from heaven

and I danced on the earth.

At Bethlehem

I had my birth.



Refrain

Dance, then,

wherever you may be;

I am the Lord

of the Dance, said he.



And I’ll lead you all

wherever you may be,

and I’ll lead you all

in the dance, said he.



2. I danced for the scribe

and the Pharisee,

but they would not dance

and they would not

follow me;



I danced for

the fishermen,

for James and John;

they came to me

and the dance went on.



Refrain

Dance, then,

wherever you may be;

I am the Lord

of the Dance, said he.



And I’ll lead you all

wherever you may be,

and I’ll lead you all

in the dance, said he.



3. I danced on the sabbath

when I cured the lame,

the holy people

said it was a shame;



they whipped

and they stripped

and they hung me high;

and they left me there

on a cross to die.



Refrain

Dance, then,

wherever you may be;

I am the Lord

of the Dance, said he.



And I’ll lead you all

wherever you may be,

and I’ll lead you all

in the dance, said he.



4. I danced on a Friday

and the sky turned black;

it’s hard to dance

with the devil

on your back;



they buried my body

and they thought I’d gone,

but I am the dance,

and I still go on.



Refrain

Dance, then,

wherever you may be;

I am the Lord

of the Dance, said he.



And I’ll lead you all

wherever you may be,

and I’ll lead you all

in the dance, said he.



5. They cut me down

and I leapt up high,

I am the life,

that’ll never, never die;



I’ll live in you

if you live in me;

I am the Lord of the

Dance, said he.



Refrain

Dance, then,

wherever you may be;

I am the Lord

of the Dance, said he.



And I’ll lead you all

wherever you may be,

and I’ll lead you all

in the dance, said he.



Benediction



Though the days increase in their 

darkness, the Lord of light and love 

reigns supreme. May the power of 

God’s love be in your hearts and 

reflected in your lives now and 

always. Go in peace and may God’s 

peace be with you. AMEN.



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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