
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





We worship because the Lord stood 

by us on difficult days.

Even when we weren’t aware and 

felt alone.

We worship because the Lord gives 

strength.

Even when we feel so weak.



We worship because we have been 

rescued again and again.

Even when we are afraid that we 

have lost.



Come and worship the God who 

stands with us in our darkest days and 

promises to be with us to the end.

We will worship in hope, seeking 

eyes to see and hearts to believe in 

God with us.



Opening Prayer



At the starting line of this day,

we call on your name, God of grace.

As we run the race you have set 

before us, help us to keep our eyes on 

your goals, not our own.

When we falter, give us fresh strength 

and courage.



When we are fleet-footed, let us give 

you the glory.

Keep us from wanting to win at 

other’s expense or to count ourselves 

better than those at our side.

All runners are your children. In the 

race You imagine, each one is a 

winner. Amen.



Opening Song: “We Gather Together…” UMH 131



We Gather Together 131

1. We gather together

to ask the Lord’s blessing;

he chastens and hastens

his will to make known.

WORDS: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, 1626; trans. by Theodore Baker, 1894



The wicked oppressing

now cease

from distressing.

Sing praises to his name;

he forgets not his own.



2. Beside us to guide us,

our God with us joining,

ordaining, maintaining

his kingdom divine;



so from the beginning

the fight we were winning;

thou, Lord,

wast at our side,

all glory be thine!



3. We all do extol thee,

thou leader triumphant,

and pray that

thou still

our defender wilt be.



Let thy congregation

escape tribulation;

thy name be ever praised!

O Lord, make us free!



Hearing the Word: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17



(1) As to the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our being gathered 

together to him, we beg you, brothers 

and sisters,



(2) not to be quickly shaken in mind or 

alarmed, either by spirit or by word or 

by letter, as though from us, to the 

effect that the day of the Lord is 

already here.



(3) Let no one deceive you in any way; 

for that day will not come unless the 

rebellion comes first and the lawless 

one is revealed, the one destined for 

destruction.



(4) He opposes and exalts himself 

above every so-called god or object 

of worship, so that he takes his seat in 

the temple of God, declaring himself 

to be God.

(5) Do you not remember that I told 

you these things when I was still with 

you?



(13) But we must always give thanks 

to God for you, brothers and sisters 

beloved by the Lord, because God 

chose you as the first fruits for 

salvation through sanctification by 

the Spirit and through belief in the 

truth.



(14) For this purpose he called you 

through our proclamation of the good 

news, so that you may obtain the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(15) So then, brothers and sisters, stand 

firm and hold fast to the traditions 

that you were taught by us, either by 

word of mouth or by our letter.



(16) Now may our Lord Jesus Christ 

himself and God our Father, who 

loved us and through grace gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope,

(17) comfort your hearts and strengthen 

them in every good work and word.



Song: “I Sing the Almighty Power of God” UMH#152



I Sing the Almighty Power of God 152

1. I sing the almighty

power of God,

that made the

mountains rise,

WORDS: Isaac Watts, 1715



that spread the flowing

seas abroad,

and built the

lofty skies.



I sing the wisdom

that ordained

the sun to

rule the day;



the moon shines full

at God’s command,

and all the

stars obey.



2. I sing the goodness

of the Lord,

who filled the

earth with food,



who formed the creatures

thru the Word,

and then

pronounced them good.



Lord, how thy wonders

are displayed,

where’er I

turn my eye,



if I survey

the ground I tread,

or gaze upon the sky.



3. There’s not a plant

or flower below,

but makes thy

glories known,



and clouds arise,

and tempests blow,

by order

from thy throne;



while all that borrows

life from thee

is ever

in thy care;



and everywhere

that we can be,

thou, God,

art present there.



Hearing the Word: Luke 20:27-38



(27) Some Sadducees, those who say 

there is no resurrection, came to him

(28) and asked him a question, 

"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 

man's brother dies, leaving a wife but 

no children, the man shall marry the 

widow and raise up children for his 

brother.



(29) Now there were seven brothers; 

the first married, and died childless;

(30) then the second

(31) and the third married her, and so in 

the same way all seven died childless.

(32) Finally the woman also died.



(33) In the resurrection, therefore, 

whose wife will the woman be? For 

the seven had married her.“

(34) Jesus said to them, "Those who 

belong to this age marry and are 

given in marriage;



(35) but those who are considered 

worthy of a place in that age and in 

the resurrection from the dead neither 

marry nor are given in marriage.

(36) Indeed they cannot die anymore, 

because they are like angels and are 

children of God, being children of the 

resurrection.



(37) And the fact that the dead are 

raised Moses himself showed, in the 

story about the bush, where he speaks 

of the Lord as the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob.



(38) Now he is God not of the dead, 

but of the living; for to him all of 

them are alive."



Message: Answers from Puzzles

Pastor Deena



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Pastoral Prayer / Prayers of the People



God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, 

we confess to you that we are 

frequently slow to believe what you 

have promised through your prophets 

and in your Son Jesus. We succumb 

to fears of death as if it were the end 

of everything - and all too often we 

live as if there is nothing to live for 

beyond death. 



Forgive us, Lord: forgive us our 

doubts, our disbelief, and our 

deafness to the witness of other 

believers, and our silence when we 

could give witness to the faith which 

we have...

Lord, hear our prayer.



Lord of mercy, God of the living, 

grant that we might see beyond the 

ruins that lie about us; that we might 

take to heart the lessons of Scripture 

which testify to your willingness and 

ability to bring new life to dry bones. 



Give to those who despair a vision of 

the resurrection which awaits all 

those who believe, all those you have 

chosen. Help them to order their lives 

by the principles of your everlasting 

kingdom—that kingdom in which 

faith, hope, and love transfigure all 

that they touch... Lord, hear our 

prayer...



Father, help us be a people who are 

prepared for the journey which lies 

ahead. Take from us all evil desire; 

remove from us any refusal we have 

to forgive others; lift from us any 

reluctance we have to love our 

enemies and to bless, in your name, 

those who curse us.



Send unto us the desire to love one 

another as Jesus loves us, the 

yearning to bring your saving word to 

those who hunger, the longing to 

reach out and touch another person 

with your love and to speak to 

others—and to ourselves—your truth. 



Help us to be ones who are prepared; 

help us to be ones who live Christ-

like lives…

Lord, hear our prayer.

We ask all these things not in our 

name, but in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Amen.



Communion



Holy Communion



All are welcome at the communion 

table. Jesus’  invites all who love him, 

who earnestly repent of their sin, and 

seek to live in peace with one another.



O God, we long to rest in you, to 

trust in your goodness, in your care 

for us, in your abundant life.

But we don’t know how to rest. And 

we have forgotten how to trust: We 

seek material goods that we don’t 

really need. We befriend people not 

always out of love.



We ask questions of you like the 

Sadducees did of Jesus, questions that 

try only to prove our point, not to 

grow in understanding of your desires 

for us. Slow us down, Holy One. 

Attend to us, Holy One, And show us 

that you are our salvation and our 

resting place.



Silent confession...



God is God of the living.

The Holy One will make a place for 

you that is full of life and love, 

forgiveness and humility, kindness 

and justice.

Your belonging to God is your 

salvation. You may rest in that truth.



The Holy One be with you

And also with you

Open your hearts to the One who is 

Love

We open our hearts to you, O God



Let us give thanks to God, who 

gathers us together

To the One who welcomes us to the 

table, we give thanks and praise



God, your invitation to come and 

feast in your presence is but a taste of 

the love you extend to us every day. 

By your very nature, you are always 

seeking us out – searching for ways 

to connect us and connect with us. 

You meet us in the most ordinary of 

places and you make them sacred.



By your grace, we come to recognize 

the holiness that dwells in the world 

around us, in our neighbors, in our 

own internal depths.

Therefore we join our voices with 

your people on earth and all the 

company of the heavens,

singing praise to you,



Holy, Holy, Holy One

God of justice and love

Heaven and earth are full of your 

wonder

Hosanna, among us



Blessed are you and blessed is your 

eternal table. You welcome all who 

thirst for justice and hunger to grow 

in love. You ask us to extend this 

same welcome to all our neighbors, 

but God, since our beginning, we 

have struggled.



And so in your love for us, you took 

on flesh in Jesus. Through his life, 

you pointed to your presence on the 

margins. You revealed the sacredness 

in all life. You showed us how to live 

together, even among forces of 

destruction.



Believing it could transform the 

world, Jesus proclaimed the Good 

News. He called for the captives to be 

set free. He spoke of the lowly being 

lifted up. He talked of redistributing 

wealth and eradicating the causes of 

poverty. His commitment to 

practicing love knew no bounds – not 

even the bounds of death.



On the night of his arrest, Jesus 

shared a meal with his companions.

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, 

gave it to his disciples and said:

“This is my body which is given for 

you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”



After the meal, he took the cup, 

blessed it, and shared it saying:

“This cup that is poured out is the 

new covenant.”

In remembrance of all you have done 

to save us,

we proclaim the mystery of our faith:



Christ was birthed among us.

Christ was killed among us.

Christ rises again among us. 



Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O 

God. Make these ordinary elements 

into the Sacred gift of your presence 

with us once again. May they awaken 

us anew to your everlasting invitation 

into a life of resurrection. 



Aliven us in our pursuit of a world 

where all needs are met, power is 

balanced, and the worth of every 

creature and creation is celebrated.

In collective longing for a taste of 

your Kindom on earth, we join 

together in echoing the prayer of 

Jesus:



Our Creator, who is with us, 

holy is your name

Your Kindom come, your will be 

done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily 

bread,



And forgive us our tresspasses

as we forgive those who 

trespassed against us.

Lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil.

For yours is the Kindom, the 

power, and the glory for ever. 

Amen.



God, by the bread of heaven and the 

cup of life, you make us one body. 

Bind us together by your spirit that 

we might live into your hopes for us, 

a community centered in Christ and 

rich in compassion, commitment, 

courage, and care. May it be so. 



Benediction



Our gathered worship has ended, but 

our race goes on. The faith we 

celebrate in here continues to be the 

faith we keep out there. As you have 

poured yourself out in worship – in 

song and in prayer, in fellowship and 

in unity – now may we go to pour 

ourselves out in service to the world 

God so loves.



Let the church be the witness that 

God is at work in the world. Go with 

God. Amen.



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco
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