
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





We gather, as God's people, bringing 

our fears and pain,

knowing that when our spirits have 

grown cold,

God rekindles the gift of faith in us.



We gather, as God's people,

hanging our broken hearts on the 

branches of the tree of life, 

knowing that while friends may turn 

against us,

God transforms enemies into sisters 

and brothers.



We gather, as God's people, 

hungering for healing and hope,

knowing that even when life is no 

picnic,

God prepares a feast for us.





Spirit of God, enlighten our hearts to 

the reality of divine presence in our 

midst…



Let our worship be pleasing in your 

sight, so that our gathering is an 

experience of deep communion with 

you and one another.

In the name of Jesus Christ, this is 

our prayer. Amen.



Opening Song: “When Our Confidence is Shaken” UMH 505



When Our Confidence

Is Shaken
505

1. When our confidence

is shaken

in beliefs we

thought secure,
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when the spirit

in its sickness

seeks but cannot find a cure,

God is active

in the tensions

of a faith not yet mature.



2. Solar systems,

void of meaning,

freeze the spirit

into stone;



always our researches

lead us

to the ultimate unknown.

Faith must die, or

come full circle

to its source in God alone.



3. In the discipline

of praying,

when it’s hardest

to believe;



in the drudgery of caring,

when it’s not

enough to grieve;

faith, maturing,

learns acceptance

of the insights we receive.



4. God is love,

and thus redeems us

in the Christ

we crucify;



this is God’s

eternal answer

to the world’s eternal why.

May we in this

faith maturing

be content to live and die!



Hearing the Word: 2 Timothy 1:1-14



(1) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 

the will of God, for the sake of the 

promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

(2) To Timothy, my beloved child: 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God 

the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.



(3) I am grateful to God--whom I 

worship with a clear conscience, as 

my ancestors did--when I remember 

you constantly in my prayers night 

and day.

(4) Recalling your tears, I long to see 

you so that I may be filled with joy.



(5) I am reminded of your sincere 

faith, a faith that lived first in your 

grandmother Lois and your mother 

Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in 

you. (6) For this reason I remind you 

to rekindle the gift of God that is 

within you through the laying on of 

my hands;



(7) for God did not give us a spirit of 

cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-

discipline. (8) Do not be ashamed, 

then, of the testimony about our Lord 

or of me his prisoner, but join with 

me in suffering for the gospel, relying 

on the power of God,



(9) who saved us and called us with a 

holy calling, not according to our 

works but according to his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was 

given to us in Christ Jesus before the 

ages began,



(10) but it has now been revealed 

through the appearing of our Savior 

Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 

brought life and immortality to light 

through the gospel.



(11) For this gospel I was appointed a 

herald and an apostle and a teacher,

(12) and for this reason I suffer as I do. 

But I am not ashamed, for I know the 

one in whom I have put my trust, and 

I am sure that he is able to guard until 

that day what I have entrusted to him.



(13) Hold to the standard of sound 

teaching that you have heard from 

me, in the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus.

(14) Guard the good treasure entrusted 

to you, with the help of the Holy 

Spirit living in us.



Song: “Close to Thee” UMH 407



Close to Thee 407

1. Thou my

everlasting portion,

more than friend

or life to me,

WORDS: Fanny J. Crosby, 1874



all along my

pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me

walk with thee.



Refrain

Close to thee, close to thee,

close to thee, close to thee,

all along my pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me walk with thee.



2. Not for ease

or worldly pleasure,

nor for fame

my prayer shall be;



gladly will I

toil and suffer,

only let me

walk with thee.



Refrain

Close to thee, close to thee,

close to thee, close to thee,

all along my pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me walk with thee.



3. Lead me through

the vale of shadows,

bear me o’er

life’s fitful sea;



then the gate

of life eternal

may I enter,

Lord, with thee.



Refrain

Close to thee, close to thee,

close to thee, close to thee,

all along my pilgrim journey,

Savior, let me walk with thee.



Hearing the Word: Luke 17:5-10



(5) The apostles said to the Lord, 

"Increase our faith!"

(6) The Lord replied, "If you had faith 

the size of a mustard seed, you could 

say to this mulberry tree, 'Be 

uprooted and planted in the sea,' and 

it would obey you.



(7) "Who among you would say to 

your slave who has just come in from 

plowing or tending sheep in the field, 

'Come here at once and take your 

place at the table'?



(8) Would you not rather say to him, 

'Prepare supper for me, put on your 

apron and serve me while I eat and 

drink; later you may eat and drink’?

(9) Do you thank the slave for doing 

what was commanded?



(10) So you also, when you have done 

all that you were ordered to do, say, 

'We are worthless slaves; we have 

done only what we ought to have 

done!'"



Message: Together in Communion

Pastor Deena



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayers of the People



O God, we are so grateful for your 

abiding love. We pray that we may 

embody a spirit of love and self-

discipline, grounded in the power of 

your grace. We are taught in so many 

way – some subtle ways, some 

blatant ways – to fulfill all of our 

wants by consuming things.



Remind us during this moment that 

we are called to invest in you. We 

join Christians around the world 

today who proclaim Jesus Christ as 

Savior. May we draw strength from 

this unity and from this act of 

sacrificial giving.



Silent Prayer…



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Holy Communion



God’s Hands are Upon Us All- A Litany



We are here because the Lord laid his 

hands on us. Jesus sent someone to 

preach to us before we were old 

enough to know the meaning of the 

messages. God’s message caught up 

with us at different times in our lives 

and is still catching up with us…



We want desperately to hear God’s 

plan for us, or to get confirmation that 

we are on the right track.

We know the Lord has laid his 

hands on us!



The world of our childhood seemed 

vast. But now the whole world seems 

like it has moved into our living 

room: people with names we cannot 

pronounce, faces that do not look like 

ours, and behaviors that are foreign to 

us. How do we get acquainted? How 

do we show respect? 



How can we love in spite of our 

differences and because of them? 

This giant of a world does not seem 

to notice us, but God has given us 

something to give to that world. Can 

we make a difference? God has given 

others something to give us. Can we 

receive their gifts?



We know the Lord has laid his 

hands on us! We know the Lord has 

laid his hands on others!



Hear the Good News: Saint Paul 

writes to Timothy:

"Do not be ashamed of testifying to 

God, who saved us and called us with 

a holy calling, not in virtue of our 

works but in virtue of God's own 

purpose and the grace God gave us in 

Christ Jesus years ago."



By that grace we are saved.

Let us believe the good news of the 

gospel!

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

If you would have the fullness of joy 

that God has stored up for you, be 

you likewise gracious and forgiving. 



Jesus was among us, doing justice, 

loving kindness, and walking humbly 

with God-

Jesus clutched bread in his hands.  He 

blessed the food, gave thanks, and 

heartfully expressed to his friends 

that this was the bread of life.  “As 

you eat this bread, remember me.”



After supper, Jesus grasped the cup 

filled with the gifts of the vine.  In his 

blessing, he reminded them 

“whenever you drink of this cup, 

remember me.”



Spirit of wisdom and of wonder, wind 

around these elements today.  May 

they stir us from stagnation into 

actively loving God, our neighbors, 

and ourselves.  May our participation 

at this table transform us into the 

people God is calling us to be.



The Body of Christ broken for You

The Blood of Christ Shed for You



Closing Song: Together We Serve TFWS 2175



Together We Serve
Daniel Charles Damon 

2175

1. Together we serve,

united by love,

inviting God’s world to

the glorious feast.
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We work and we pray

through sorrow and joy,

extending your love

to the last and the least.



2. We seek to become

a beacon of hope,

a lamp for the heart

and a light for the feet.



We learn, year by year,

to let love shine through

until we see Christ

in each person we meet.



3. We welcome the scarred,

the wealthy, the poor,

the busy, the lonely,

and all who need care.



We offer a home

to those who will come,

our hands quick to help,

our hearts ready to dare.



4. Together, by grace,

we witness and work,

remembering Jesus,

in whom we grow strong.



Together we serve

in Spirit and truth,

remembering love is

the strength of our song.



Benediction



As you go from here, may God the 

Father and Christ Jesus our Lord give 

you grace, mercy, and peace. 

Do not let your faith or your witness 

grow cold. 



Remember: God’s gift of faith is like 

a flame; when the embers of that 

flame have cooled, you must fan 

them again to keep them ablaze.



So remember what you have been 

taught and what you have 

experienced.

Live in such a way that all who know 

youmay see the light of God reflected 

in you.



And may the grace of God,

the love of Jesus Christ,

and the presence of the Holy Spirit

be with you and among you

in the days ahead. Amen.



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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