


Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





With the pressing crowds, searching 

for healing and hope,

We wish to see Jesus.

With the pushed out and cast aside, 

with the lonely lost, stripped of pride,

We wish to see Jesus.



With those who seek mystery and 

meaning, wisdom and grace,

We wish to see Jesus.



Opening Song: “Be Still My Soul” UMH 534



Be Still, My Soul 534

1. Be still, my soul:

the Lord is on your side.

Bear patiently

the cross of grief and pain;

WORDS: Katharine von Schlegel, 1752;

trans. by Jane Borthwick, 1855 (Ps. 46:10)



leave to your God

to order and provide;

in every change

God faithful will remain.



Be still, my soul:

your best,

your heavenly friend

through thorny ways

leads to a joyful end.



2. Be still, my soul:

your God will undertake

to guide the future,

as in ages past.

(Verse 2)



Your hope,

your confidence

let nothing shake;

all now mysterious

shall be bright at last.



Be still, my soul:

the waves and

winds still know

the Christ who ruled

them while he dwelt below.



3. Be still, my soul:

the hour is hastening on

when we shall be

forever with the Lord,

(Verse 3)



when disappointment,

grief, and fear are gone,

sorrow forgot,

love’s purest joys restored.



Be still, my soul:

when change and

tears are past,

all safe and blessed

we shall meet at last.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 32:1-7



(1) Happy are those whose 

transgression is forgiven, whose sin is 

covered. (2) Happy are those to whom 

the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in 

whose spirit there is no deceit.

(3) While I kept silence, my body 

wasted away through my groaning all 

day long.



(4) For day and night your hand was 

heavy upon me; my strength was 

dried up as by the heat of summer. 

Selah (5) Then I acknowledged my sin 

to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; 

I said, "I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD," and you 

forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah



(6) Therefore let all who are faithful 

offer prayer to you; at a time of 

distress, the rush of mighty waters 

shall not reach them.

(7) You are a hiding place for me; you 

preserve me from trouble; you 

surround me with glad cries of 

deliverance. Selah



Song: “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 451



Be Thou My Vision 451
WORDS: Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905;

versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912, alt.

1. Be thou my vision,

O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me,

save that thou art.

Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



Thou my best thought,

by day or by night,

waking or sleeping,

thy presence my light.



2. Be thou my wisdom,

and thou my true word;

I ever with thee

and thou with me, Lord;



thou and thou only,

first in my heart,

great God of heaven,

my treasure thou art.



3. Great God of heaven,

my victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys,

O bright heaven’s Sun!



Heart of my own heart,

whatever befall,

still be my vision,

O Ruler of all.



Hearing the Word: 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12



(1) Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To 

the church of the Thessalonians in 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ:

(2) Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



(3) We must always give thanks to 

God for you, brothers and sisters, as 

is right, because your faith is growing 

abundantly, and the love of everyone 

of you for one another is increasing.



(4) Therefore we ourselves boast of 

you among the churches of God for 

your steadfastness and faith during all 

your persecutions and the afflictions 

that you are enduring.



(11) To this end we always pray for 

you, asking that our God will make 

you worthy of his call and will fulfill 

by his power every good resolve and 

work of faith, (12) so that the name of 

our Lord Jesus may be glorified in 

you, and you in him, according to the 

grace of our God and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.



Song: “I Am Thine O Lord” UMH 419



I Am Thine, O Lord 419

1. I am thine, O Lord,

I have heard thy voice,

and it told thy

love to me;

WORDS: Fanny J. Crosby, 1875 (Heb. 10:22)



but I long to rise

in the arms of faith

and be closer

drawn to thee.



Refrain

Draw me nearer, (nearer, nearer,)

nearer, blessed Lord,

to the cross where

thou hast died.



Draw me nearer, nearer,

nearer, blessed Lord,

to thy precious

bleeding side.



2. Consecrate me now

to thy service, Lord,

by the power of

grace divine;



let my soul look up

with a steadfast hope,

and my will be

lost in thine.



Refrain

Draw me nearer, (nearer, nearer,)

nearer, blessed Lord,

to the cross where

thou hast died.



Draw me nearer, nearer,

nearer, blessed Lord,

to thy precious

bleeding side.



3. O the pure delight

of a single hour

that before thy

throne I spend,



when I kneel in prayer,

and with thee, my God,

I commune as 

friend with friend!



Refrain

Draw me nearer, (nearer, nearer,)

nearer, blessed Lord,

to the cross where

thou hast died.



Draw me nearer, nearer,

nearer, blessed Lord,

to thy precious

bleeding side.



4. There are depths of love

that I cannot know

till I cross

the narrow sea;



there are heights of joy

that I may not reach

till I rest in

peace with thee.



Refrain

Draw me nearer, (nearer, nearer,)

nearer, blessed Lord,

to the cross where

thou hast died.



Draw me nearer, nearer,

nearer, blessed Lord,

to thy precious

bleeding side.



Being and BeLonging: What I 
Learned from a ‘Wee Little Man’

Naphtali Renshaw



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayers of the People



O God, forgive us for those times 

when we stood around and watched 

Jesus touch others and offered 

negative reactions. At times, we have 

been self-centered wanting the 

attention for ourselves. Because of 

our judgmental behavior, we have 

often blocked the meetings between 

Jesus and others like Zacchaeus. 



Help us to remember that it is we who 

are Zacchaeus, embarrassed by our 

spiritual height and trying to get a 

glimpse of Jesus among so many tall 

believers. Give us faith to hear you 

calling our name. Amen.



Silent Prayer…



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Song: “I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” TFWS 2151



I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
African American spiritual

2151

1. I’m so glad,

Jesus lifted me,

I’m so glad,

Jesus lifted me,



I’m so glad,

Jesus lifted me,

singing glory, hallelujah,

Jesus lifted me.



2. Satan had me bound,

Jesus lifted me,

Satan had me bound,

Jesus lifted me,



Satan had me bound,

Jesus lifted me,

singing glory, hallelujah,

Jesus lifted me.



3. When I was in trouble,

Jesus lifted me,

when I was in trouble,

Jesus lifted me,



when I was in trouble,

Jesus lifted me,

singing glory, hallelujah,

Jesus lifted me.



Benediction



You can heal, Christ has touched you.

You can love, Christ has sought you.

You can give yourself away.

Christ has come walking and called 

you.



You can break the barriers from 

which others suffer.

Christ has visited your house.

Christ is in you and around you.

Christ will set you free.



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco
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