
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





We worship because the Lord stood 

by us on difficult days.

Even when we weren’t aware and 

felt alone.

We worship because the Lord gives 

strength.

Even when we feel so weak.



We worship because we have been 

rescued again and again.

Even when we are afraid that we 

have lost.



Come and worship the God who 

stands with us in our darkest days and 

promises to be with us to the end.

We will worship in hope, seeking 

eyes to see and hearts to believe in 

God with us.



Opening Song: “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Canticle of 
Zechariah)” UMH 208



Canticle of Zechariah
(Benedictus)

208

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed,

great David’s greater Son.

WORDS: Luke 1:68-79, ICET, rev. ELLC; Response, James Montgomery



Blessed be the Lord

the God of Israel,

who has come to

set the chosen people free.



The Lord has raised

up for us

a mighty Savior from

the house of David.



Through the holy prophets,

God promised of old

to save us from

our enemies,

from the hands of

all who hate us;



to show mercy

to our forebears

and to remember

the holy covenant.



This was the oath God swore

to our father Abraham:

to set us free from the

hands of our enemies,



free to worship

without fear

holy and righteous

in the Lord’s sight,

all the days of our life.



And you, child,

shall be called the

prophet of the Most High,

for you will go

before the Lord

to prepare the way,



to give God’s people 

knowledge of salvation

by the forgiveness

of their sins.



In the tender compassion

of our God

the dawn from on high

shall break upon us,



to shine on those

who dwell in darkness

and the shadow of death,

and to guide our feet

into the way of peace.



Hearing the Word: Psalm 84:1-7



(1) How lovely is your dwelling place, 

O Lord of hosts!

(2) My soul longs, indeed it faints,

for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh sing for joy

to the living God.



(3) Even the sparrow finds a home and 

the swallow a nest for herself,

where she may lay her young, at your 

altars, O Lord of hosts my King and 

my God.

(4) Happy are those who live in your 

house, ever singing your praise. Selah



(5) Happy are those whose strength is 

in you, in whose heart are the 

highways to Zion.

(6) As they go through the valley of 

Baca, they make it a place of springs; 

the early rain also covers it with 

pools.



(7) They go from strength to strength;

the God of gods will be seen in 

Zion.



Song: “How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely” TFWS#2042



How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely
Arlo Duba (Ps. 84)

2042

1. How lovely, Lord, how lovely

is your abiding place;

my soul is longing, fainting,

to feast upon your grace.



The sparrow finds a shelter,

a place to build her nest;

and so your temple calls us

within its walls to rest.



2. In your blest courts

to worship,

O God, a single day

is better than

a thousand

if I from you should stray.



I’d rather keep the entrance

and claim you as my Lord

than revel in the riches

the ways of sin afford.



3. A sun and shield

forever are you,

O God most high;

you shower us

with blessings

no good will you deny.



The saints, your grace receiving,

from strength to strength

shall go,

and from their life shall

rivers of blessings overflow.



Intro to Scripture Reading- Rev. Scott Harkness



Hearing the Word: Luke 18:9-14 



(9) He also told this parable to some 

who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous and regarded others 

with contempt: 

(10) “Two men went up to the temple 

to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 

tax collector.



(11) The Pharisee, standing by himself, 

was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you 

that I am not like other people: 

thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even 

like this tax collector. (12) I fast twice a 

week; I give a tenth of all my 

income.’ 



(13) But the tax collector, standing far 

off, would not even lift up his eyes to 

heaven but was beating his breast and 

saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’



(14) I tell you, this man went down to 

his home justified rather than the 

other, for all who exalt themselves 

will be humbled, but all who humble 

themselves will be exalted.”



Message: Getting Close to God

Rev. Scott Harkness



Song in Response: “Guide My Feet” TFWS 2208



Guide My Feet
African American spiritual

2208

1. Guide my feet

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

Guide my feet

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



Guide my feet

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



2. Hold my hand

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

Hold my hand 

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



Hold my hand

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



3. Stand by me

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

Stand by me 

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



Stand by me

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



4. I’m your child

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

I’m your child

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



I’m your child

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



5. Search my heart

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

Search my heart

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



Search my heart

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



6. Guide my feet

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)

Guide my feet

while I run this race.
(Yes, my Lord!)



Guide my feet

while I run this race,

for I don’t want to

run this race in vain!
(race in vain)



Prayers of the People



Lord, thank you so much for your 

faithfulness to us in the difficult 

times.

Help each of us to run with 

perseverance the race that you set 

before us and to finish that race well 

with your help.



Help us to keep the faith and the 

teaching that you have entrusted to us

and pass it on faithfully to those in 

the next generation

who can teach others also.



We know you will be with us to the 

end.

We know that your grace is sufficient.

In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen.



Silent Prayer…



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Benediction



Our gathered worship has ended, but 

our race goes on. The faith we 

celebrate in here continues to be the 

faith we keep out there…



As you have poured yourself out in 

worship – in song and in prayer, in 

fellowship and in unity – now may 

we go to pour ourselves out in service 

to the world God so loves. 



Let the church be the witness that 

God is at work in the world. Go with 

God. Amen.



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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