
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love 

endures forever.” -Psalm 118:1 
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BAH HUMBUG!! When you hear those words what does that bring to mind for 

you?  Do you ever find yourself looking at these weekends of Advent and Christmas and 

those words slip from your lips?  I did a study a few years ago called “The Redemption of 

Scrooge.”  You might hear some concepts from that study over the upcoming weeks of 

Advent. 

The main character of Charles Dickens “A 

Christmas Carol” is Ebenezer Scrooge.  Scrooge is 

generally seen as being a figure that represents 

stinginess, greed and generally someone who is in a 

terrible mood.  Do you know someone like that? Do 

you think God can redeem someone like that?  

Advent is a time of waiting.  The word Advent comes from the Latin word “ad 

veniere” which means “to come.”  These four Sundays we gather to wait for the Christ 

child’s birth.  Stories are read from the Old Testament where God laid out the plan to 

send the Messiah to us.  Each Sunday we light a candle that has a theme.  Peace, Hope, 

Joy, Love.  The Story of Ebenezer Scrooge also has different themes.  Marley took him 

back initially to the past, and then to 

present and then to the future.  Advent 

also follows this pattern.  Initially events 

leading up to Jesus birth 2000 years ago 

are considered.  Next we anticipate how 

Jesus is at work in our lives today.  Then 

we look forward to Jesus promised return 

in glory. 

 

 

A Message From Pastor Deena 
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Sometimes we put together Advent and 

Christmas although they are two distinct 

seasons.  Few things connect us to the Advent 

and Christmas seasons more than the hymns, 

carols and popular songs being played on the 

radio.  We often put all the songs together into 

one category “Christmas music.”  Advent is a 

season of hopeful preparation when we anticipate Christ entering our world.  Christmas 

is the season when we celebrate Jesus birth and the good news that God came to live 

among us in human form.   

So what does this have to do with Scrooge? 

Galatians 6:7 states – Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for you reap 

whatever you sow.  Think about the story of Abraham and Abimelech.  There were 

consequences for the decisions of Abraham to not be totally truthful with people in his 

life such as the king of Egypt and Abimelech.  There also is a consequence for being a 

“scrooge.”  Scrooge is Galatians 6:7 taken to the extreme.  Scrooge feels as though every 

person is deserving of his or her circumstances (whether for good or for bad), as a result 

he has little sympathy for those who struggle.  Jesus provides a way of transformation.  

Colossians 2:13-14 from the Message states, “When you were stuck in your old sin-dead 

life, you were incapable of responding to God. God brought you alive - right along with 

Christ! Think of it! All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant 

canceled and nailed to Christ's Cross.”  This seems to contradict the concept held by 

Ebenezer Scrooge that we get what we deserve. 

In a Christmas Carol, Ebenezer Scrooge is visited by his previous partner Marley.  

Marley tells Scrooge that he will be visited by three ghosts – the ghost of Christmas past, 

present and future.  This parallels what the season of advent does for us.  It is a time to 

consider past, present and future, and how our actions had certain consequences, and 

what consequences will affect the future.   

Advent past we remember the events leading up to Jesus birth two thousand 

years ago.  We also look back further to the ways in which God’s people anticipated the 

coming of the Messiah.  Advent also brings to mind the more recent past, such as 



4 
 

memories from childhood or memories of a loved one who has died or moved away. 

Advent connects us with the present.  The music we sing and listen to, the rituals 

we do during worship, and even how we decorate.  Advent is a chance to slow down 

and turn our hearts and minds to Christ during this busy season of shopping work, 

papers or exams (this is student Sunday after all). 

Advent connects us with the future.  Advent is a season of preparation.  We are 

preparing for our Christmas celebration and time of Christmas.  Advent looks ahead to 

when Christ returns.  Also during Advent, memories are created that will keep with us 

for many years. 

Advent ultimately brings together all three of these.  Advent is the season when 

we remember the events leading up to Jesus birth.  We are especially mindful of how 

Jesus is present in our world today and when we prepare to encounter Jesus in our lives.  

Advent is the season when we look ahead to Jesus return. 

When Jesus mother Mary learned she would be giving birth to the Messiah, she 

broke out in song (Luke 1:46-55).  Mary’s view certainly is in contrast with the world of 

Ebenezer Scrooge. 

Think for a moment about Mary’s words, “highly 

favored.”  In what ways has God done “great things for 

you?”  How can you use your blessings to participate in 

God’s work of lifting up the lowly?“( Luke 1:52) 

especially in this time of Advent?  As we travel with 

Ebenezer through this time of Christmas past, present 

and future, think through those who have gone before 

who might be your “Marley” and what you might be 

able to learn in this season of anticipation and 

celebration.  
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For some of us, it just doesn't feel like Christmas until we hear, "Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing." Written by the Methodist movement's poet-theologian Charles Wesley, and 
sung by congregations of almost every denomination, "Hark! the Herald Angels Sing" is one 
of the most popular Christmas songs of all-time. We hear it while shopping in December, will 
almost certainly sing it during Christmas Eve worship, and have been listening to Charlie 
Brown and the Peanuts gang sing it to close their Christmas special since 1965. Oddly, 
however, the song almost went relatively unnoticed. 

An edit 
When Wesley originally published "Hymn for Christmas Day" in 1739 as part of a collection 
called Hymns and Sacred Poems, the opening lines were different. It is difficult to imagine the 
song being as popular if we still sang his original words, 

Hark how all the welkin rings, 
   "Glory to the King of kings." 

This may have you wondering, what in the world is a welkin? Welkin is an archaic word used 
to describe the dome people believed separated heaven and earth. The King James Version 
of the Bible uses the more familiar word firmament in Genesis 1. Welkin was the choice of 
poets. Even in 1739, however, use of the word was rare. Shakespeare used it a handful of 
times. Chaucer only once. While people may have known what it meant, it was not a word 
spoken in casual conversation over tea. 

Enter George Whitefield, an old friend of the Wesley brothers from their Oxford days, a fellow 
priest of the Church of England and a Methodist preacher. When he published the hymn as 
part of A Collection of Hymns for Social Worship in 1753, he edited the opening lines to those 
with which we are now familiar: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
   "Glory to the new-born King!" 

Rumor has it that Charles accepted the edit, but his brother was not pleased. Years later, in 
the preface to another collection of hymns, John wrote about those who edited him and 
Charles. "None of them is able to mend either the sense or the verse," he vented. He may 
well have had Whitefield in mind. While the edit added to the popularity of the hymn, John had 
a point. 

 

 

"Glory to the newborn King!" 

A Christmas Hymn Devotion 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/charles-wesleys-gift-of-music
https://divinity.duke.edu/sites/divinity.duke.edu/files/documents/cswt/01_Hymns_and_Sacred_Poems_%281739%29_CW_Verse.pdf
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A welkin-ringing even 
First, the angels in the Bible don't sing. They "say." An angel appears to the shepherds 
and says that the savior is born. Other angels then appear and join in to say, "Glory to God." I 
know. I didn't believe it either until I looked it up. Additionally, Charles was trying to convey 
something theological with his word choice. The announcement of the birth of Jesus, God-in-
the-flesh, is an event worthy of welkin ringing. 

In the Get Your Spirit in Shape podcast episode "Singing Our Faith at Christmas," United 
Methodist Wesley Scholar the Rev. Paul Chilcote explains, "The birth of Jesus in human 
history has a cosmic dimension, not just here in this world in our lives, but there's something 
much larger happening in this. It is something that leads all of heaven to celebrate in song." 

For all 
Whitefield's edit did not remove that understanding completely. The herald angels may sing 
only to a handful of shepherds, but the message is for everyone. 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
   join the triumph of the skies… 

Light and life to all he brings, 
   risen with healing in his wings. 

 The love and grace of God are available to all nations whom the angels invite to join the 
song. 
"The Wesleys were really concerned that all people realize that God's love, grace and mercy 
are intended for everyone," Chilcote says. "No one is excluded from the love of God." This is 
a central theme of John and Charles Wesley's teaching. In Jesus, God's love is available to 
everyone. This is the song of the angels. This is the welkin-ringing event. This is what we 
celebrate at Christmas. 

Living the song 
It can be tempting to make Christmas small: family gathered around the tree, moments with 
your significant other in front of the fire, quiet nights looking at the Christmas lights in your 
neighborhood. All are wonderful parts of the season, and a needed respite from the crowds 
and parties. 

In addition to celebrating with those closest to us at this time of year, we should also pause to 
remember how this blessed event is for the benefit of the whole world. We are called to share 
the good news with everyone. 

We might not want to talk a lot about a ringing welkin, but we can do our part to promote, 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
   God and sinners reconcil'd! 

(This story first posted on December 14, 2016 on umc.org) 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/and-god-himself-is-born-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
https://www.umc.org/en/content/and-god-himself-is-born-a-christmas-hymn-devotion
https://www.umc.org/en/content/get-your-spirit-in-shape-singing-our-faith-at-christmas
https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-wesleyan-heritage
https://www.umc.org/en/content/our-wesleyan-heritage
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Birthday Correction: Marion McLaughlin was accidentally awarded an extra birthday this year! We 
listed her as having a birthday last month but her actual birthday is this month. Note that this does not 
mean she has aged an entire extra year. We apologize for any confusion.  
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All Saints Day: A holy day John Wesley loved 

by Joe Iovino 

On All Saints Day we remember those who have gone before us in the faith. November 
1 is All Saints Day, a sometimes-overlooked holy day in United Methodist congregations. It is 
not nearly as well known as the day before, All Hallows' (Saints') Eve, better known as 
Halloween, but is far more important in the life of the church. 

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, enjoyed and celebrated All Saints Day. In 
a journal entry from November 1, 1767, Wesley calls it "a festival I truly love." On the same 
day in 1788, he writes, "I always find this a comfortable day." The following year he calls it "a 
day that I peculiarly love." 

This may sound odd. United Methodists don't believe in saints. Right? 

Well, yes… and no. 

Wesley cautioned against holding saints in too high regard. The Articles of Religion that he 
sent to the Methodists in America in 1784, include a statement against "invocation of saints" 
(Article XIV—Of Purgatory, Book of Discipline ¶104). Wesley did not see biblical evidence for 
the practice and discouraged Methodists from participating. 

However, he also advised against disregarding the saints altogether. 

In an All Saints Day journal entry dated Monday, November 1, 1756, Wesley writes, "How 
superstitious are they who scruple giving God solemn thanks for the lives and deaths of his 
saints!" If your 18th century English is as rusty as mine, it might help to know that the word 
scruple means not doing something because you think it's wrong. 

In studying John Wesley's theological method, scholars have found four, inter-related 
theological guidelines: Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason. These are the sources of 
our understanding of our faith. 

By tradition we mean all that has gone before us in the Christian church. We are part of a long 
history that goes back through John Wesley, to the early days of the Church, and the apostles 
of Jesus. When we think theologically we need to keep in mind the creeds, prayers, sermons, 
books, music, and all other ways Christians have understood the work of God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit in their lives. 

All Saints Day is an opportunity to give thanks for those who have gone before us in the faith. 
It is a time to celebrate our history, what United Methodists call the tradition of the church. 

From the early days of Christianity, there is a sense that the Church consists of not only all 
living believers, but also all who have gone before us. For example, in Hebrews 12 the author 
encourages Christians to remember that a "great cloud of witnesses" surrounds us 
encouraging us, cheering us on. 
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Charles Wesley, John's brother, picks up on this theme in his hymn that appears in our United 
Methodist Hymnal as "Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above," #709. In the first verse, he 
offers a wonderful image of the Church through the ages: 

Let saints on earth unite to sing, with those to glory gone, 

      for all the servants of our King in earth and heaven, are one. 

On All Saints Day we can remember all those who are part of the "communion of saints" we 
confess whenever we recite The Apostles' Creed. We share stories of those "to glory gone." 

Retelling these stories grounds us in our history. These memories teach us how God has 
provided for us through the generosity and sacrifice of those who have come before us. The 
stories of the saints encourage us to be all God has created us to be. 

Charles Wesley's hymn tells us those "to glory gone" are joined by the "saints on earth." We 
think of the inspirational people with whom we worship on Sunday, and those across the 
world we will never meet. We celebrate fellow United Methodists who inspire us, and those of 
other denominations whose lives encourage us. We give thanks for those with whom we 
agree, as well as those whose views we do not share. 

Additionally, we remember and pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ who faithfully follow 
Jesus in places where being labeled a Christian puts them in harm's way. 

On All Saints Day, we recognize that we are part of a giant choir singing the same song. It is 
the song Jesus taught his disciples; a tune that has resonated for more than 2,000 years; a 
melody sung in glory and on the earth. Our great privilege is to add our voices to this chorus. 

The last verse of "Come, Let Us Join our Friends Above" encourages us to sing faithfully 
while on earth, so we might join the heavenly chorus one day. 

Our spirits too shall quickly join, like theirs with glory crowned, 

      and shout to see our Captain's sign, to hear His trumpet sound. 

O that we now might grasp our Guide! O that the word were given! 

     Come, Lord of Hosts, the waves divide, and land us all in heaven. 

On All Saints Day, let us give thanks for both the saints in glory and those on earth, who have 
led us to Jesus. As they have shared the gospel with us, may we add our voices so someone 
else may hear about the grace and love of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God for the lives of his saints.  

This story was originally  published on Oct. 28, 2015 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

It’s hard to believe that Advent Season is almost here again! Last year we gave 
out an Advent prayer calendar with a different prayer for each day. This year we would 
like to offer Trinity friends an Advent Devotional of our own stories, memories, prayers, 
poems, and recipes (with stories). We anticipate a beautifully unique book that will be a 
keepsake. We will need at least 30 such offerings to complete our project. If you would 
like to participate, submit 1-2 entries through email to office@trinityeugeneumc.org or 
through the mail to 440 Maxwell Road. The deadline is November 14th. 

 

Color This Bird: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TELLING OUR STORIES:  

TRINITY’S 2022 ADVENT PROJECT 

mailto:office@trinityeugeneumc.org
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ADVENT 2022 CANDLE-LIGHTING SCHEDULE 
 

NOVEMBER 27TH- First Sunday of Advent. 

The candle of Hope is lit. 

 

 

DECEMBER 4TH- Second Sunday of Advent. 

The candle of Peace is lit.  

 

 

DECEMBER 11TH- Third Sunday of Advent. 

The candle of Joy is lit. 

  

 

DECEMBER 18TH- Fourth Sunday of Advent.  

The candle of Love is lit.  

 

 

 DECEMBER 24TH- CHRISTMAS EVE 

 THE FINAL CANDLE IS LIT 



14 
 

 

Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday. 

440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 

www.trinityumceugene.org 

December 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is November 25th 

We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters. 

Please submit articles in person or by email. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

November 6- Pastor Deena preaches. The lectionary readings are 

 Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; 

Luke 20:27-38 

 

November 13- Pastor Deena preaches Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12 or 

Psalm 118; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 20- Pastor Deena preaches Jeremiah 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79; 

Colossians 1:11-20; Luke 23:33-43 

 

November 27: FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT- Pastor Deena preaches Isaiah 

2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

 

December 4- Pastor Deena preaches Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19; 

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

 


