
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Nicholas Pietromonaco



Welcome and Announcements





CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 113

Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants 

of the LORD; praise the name of the 

LORD. 



Blessed be the name of the LORD 

from this time on and forevermore. 

From the rising of the sun to its 

setting the name of the LORD is to 

be praised.  The LORD is high 

above all nations, and his glory 

above the heavens.



Who is like the LORD our God, who 

is seated on high, who looks far down 

on the heavens and the earth?

He raises the poor from the dust, 

and lifts the needy from the ash 

heap, to make them sit with 

princes, with the princes of his 

people.



He gives the barren woman a home, 

making her the joyous mother of 

children.

Praise the LORD!



Opening Prayer



Heavenly Father, Today we will 

hear scriptures about secular 

business. Commerce is a 

conundrum for us Lord, so we need 

Your help to show us that business 

in itself is not evil. In fact, it is 

necessary for daily life and it can 

and should be one arena in which 

our faith is lived out.



Let us be guided how to live our 

faith in the marketplace—by 

dealing honestly, buying and selling 

for fair prices, and always being 

careful to protect those most 

vulnerable to exploitation.  Amen.



Opening Song: “Father, We Praise Thee” UMH 680



Father, We Praise Thee 680

1. Father, we praise thee,

now the night is over;

active and watchful,

stand we all before thee;

WORDS: Attr. to Gregory the Great, 6th cent.; trans. by Percy Dearmer, 1906 



singing, we offer

prayer and meditation;

thus we adore thee.



2. Monarch of all things,

fit us for thy mansions;

banish our weakness,

health and wholeness sending;



bring us to heaven,

with thy saints united;

joy without ending.



3. All holy Father,

Son, and equal Spirit,

Trinity blessed,

send us thy salvation;



thine is the glory,

gleaming and resounding

through all creation.



Hearing the Word: Amos 8:4-7



4 Hear this, you who trample the 

needy and do away with the poor of 

the land,

5 saying, “When will the New Moon 

be over that we may sell grain,

and the Sabbath be ended that we 

may market wheat?”—



skimping on the measure, boosting 

the price and cheating with dishonest 

scales,

6 buying the poor with silver and the 

needy for a pair of sandals, selling 

even the sweepings with the wheat.



7 The Lord has sworn by himself, the 

Pride of Jacob: “I will never forget 

anything they have done.



Song: “The Servant Song” TFWS 2222



The Servant Song
Richard Gillard (Matt. 20:26)

2222

1. Brother, sister,

let me serve you,

let me be

as Christ to you;

© 1977 Scripture in Song (a div. of Integrity Music, Inc.)



pray that I

may have the grace

to let you be

my servant, too.



2. We are pilgrims

on a journey;

we’re together

on this road.



We are here

to help each other

walk the mile

and bear the load.



3. I will hold the

Christ-light for you

in the nighttime

of your fear;



I will hold my

hand out to you,

speak the peace

you long to hear.



4. I will weep

when you are weeping;

when you laugh,

I’ll laugh with you.



I will share

your joy and sorrow

till we’ve seen this

journey through.



5. When we sing

to God in heaven,

we shall find

such harmony,



born of all

we’ve known together

of Christ’s love

and agony.



6. Brother, sister,

let me serve you,

let me be

as Christ to you;



pray that I

may have the grace

to let you be

my servant, too.



Hearing the Word: 1 Timothy 2:1-7



1 I urge, then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, intercession and 

thanksgiving be made for all people

2 for kings and all those in authority, 

that we may live peaceful and quiet 

lives in all godliness and holiness. 



3 This is good, and pleases God our 

Savior, 

4 who wants all people to be saved 

and to come to a knowledge of the 

truth. 



5 For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and mankind, 

the man Christ Jesus, 

6 who gave himself as a ransom for 

all people. This has now been 

witnessed to at the proper time. 



7 And for this purpose I was 

appointed a herald and an apostle—I 

am telling the truth, I am not lying—

and a true and faithful teacher of the 

Gentiles.



Song in Response: “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven” 
UMH 66



Praise, My Soul, the

King of Heaven
WORDS: Henry F. Lyte, 1834 (Ps. 103)

66

1. Praise, my soul,

the King of heaven,

to the throne

thy tribute bring;

(Verse 1)



ransomed, healed,

restored, forgiven,

evermore

God’s praises sing.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise the everlasting King.



2. Praise the Lord

for grace and favor

to all people

in distress;

(Verse 2)



praise God,

still the same as ever,

slow to chide,

and swift to bless.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Glorious now 

God’s faithfulness.



3. Fatherlike, God

tends and spares us;

well our feeble

frame God knows;

(Verse 3)



motherlike, God

gently bears us,

rescues us from

all our foes.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Widely yet God’s

mercy flows.



4. Angels in the

heights, adoring,

you behold God

face to face;

(Verse 4)



saints triumphant,

now adoring,

gathered in from

every race.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise with us

the God of grace.



Hearing the Word: Luke 16:1-13



1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was 

a rich man whose manager was 

accused of wasting his possessions. 

2 So he called him in and asked him, 

‘What is this I hear about you? Give 

an account of your management, 

because you cannot be manager any 

longer.’



3 “The manager said to himself, 

‘What shall I do now? My master is 

taking away my job. I’m not strong 

enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to 

beg.

4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I 

lose my job here, people will 

welcome me into their houses.’



5 “So he called in each one of his 

master’s debtors. He asked the first, 

‘How much do you owe my master?’

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ 

he replied. “The manager told him, 

‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and 

make it four hundred and fifty.



7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And 

how much do you owe?’

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he 

replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and 

make it eight hundred.’



8“The master commended the 

dishonest manager because he had 

acted shrewdly. For the people of this 

world are more shrewd in dealing 

with their own kind than are the 

people of the light. 



9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to 

gain friends for yourselves, so that 

when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.



10 “Whoever can be trusted with very 

little can also be trusted with much, 

and whoever is dishonest with very 

little will also be dishonest with 

much. 

11 So if you have not been trustworthy 

in handling worldly wealth, who will 

trust you with true riches? 



12 And if you have not been 

trustworthy with someone else’s 

property, who will give you property 

of your own? 



13 “No one can serve two masters. 

Either you will hate the one and love 

the other, or you will be devoted to 

the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.”



“The Crooked Manager Did WHAT?”

Sue Mulvihill



Song in Response: “Be Thou My Vision” UMH 491



Be Thou My Vision 451
WORDS: Ancient Irish; trans. by Mary E. Byrne, 1905;

versed by Eleanor H. Hull, 1912, alt.

1. Be thou my vision,

O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me,

save that thou art.

Alt. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House



Thou my best thought,

by day or by night,

waking or sleeping,

thy presence my light.



2. Be thou my wisdom,

and thou my true word;

I ever with thee

and thou with me, Lord;



thou and thou only,

first in my heart,

great God of heaven,

my treasure thou art.



3. Great God of heaven,

my victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys,

O bright heaven’s Sun!



Heart of my own heart,

whatever befall,

still be my vision,

O Ruler of all.



Prayers of the People / Pastoral Prayer



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Christ, 

whose power uplifts
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 
Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Offering Prayer



Lord, we got up this morning, ate our 

breakfast, got dressed, and came to 

church—all to give you praise and 

thanksgiving. May these gifts be a 

blessing for those who had no bed 

this morning; 



for those who had no breakfast and 

are hungry this day; for those who 

have no new clothes; for those who 

long to worship you but cannot. Take 

these gifts and use them as you will, 

O God. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen.



Benediction



Postlude: Nicholas Pietromonaco
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