
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





Have mercy on me, O God, according 

to your steadfast love; according to 

your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly 

from my iniquity, and cleanse me 

from my sin.

For I know my transgressions, and 

my sin is ever before me



Against you, you alone, have I 

sinned, and done what is evil in your 

sight, so that you are justified in your 

sentence and blameless when you 

pass judgement. Indeed, I was born 

guilty, a sinner when my mother 

conceived me.



You desire truth in the inward 

being; therefore teach me wisdom 

in my secret heart.  Purge me with 

hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow.



Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 

bones that you have crushed rejoice.

Hide your face from my sins, and 

blot out all my iniquities. Create in 

me a clean heart, O God, and put a 

new and right spirit within me.



Opening Prayer



Persistently forgiving God, Today’s 

scripture will remind us that we are 

a stiff-necked and stubborn people. 

We try your patience. Instead of 

giving us up for lost, you seek us 

out until we return to you. 



Break our willfulness and bring us 

back from our wanderings; bend 

our pride and create in us pure and 

faithful hearts, which rejoice in 

your forgiveness.  Amen.



Opening Song: “Just a Closer Walk With Thee” TFWS#2158



Just a Closer Walk with Thee
Anon. (James 4:8)

2158

1. I am weak,

but thou art strong;

Jesus, keep me

from all wrong;



I’ll be satisfied as long

as I walk,

let me walk close to thee.



Refrain

Just a closer walk 

with thee,

grant it, Jesus, is my plea,

daily walking close to thee:

Let it be, dear Lord, 

let it be.



2. Through this world

of toil and snares,

if I falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me

my burden shares?

None but thee,

dear Lord, none but thee.



Refrain

Just a closer walk 

with thee,

grant it, Jesus, is my plea,

daily walking close to thee:

Let it be, dear Lord, 

let it be.



3. When my feeble life is o’er,

time for me will be no more;

guide me gently, safely o’er

to thy shore,

dear Lord, to thy shore.



Refrain

Just a closer walk 

with thee,

grant it, Jesus, is my plea,

daily walking close to thee:

Let it be, dear Lord, 

let it be.



Hearing the Word: Exodous 32:7-14



7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go 

down, because your people, whom 

you brought up out of Egypt, have 

become corrupt. 8 They have been 

quick to turn away from what I 

commanded them and have made 

themselves an idol cast in the shape 

of a calf. 



They have bowed down to it and 

sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These 

are your gods, Israel, who brought 

you up out of Egypt.’ 

9 “I have seen these people,” the Lord 

said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-

necked people. 



10 Now leave me alone so that my 

anger may burn against them and that 

I may destroy them. Then I will make 

you into a great nation.” 11 But Moses 

sought the favor of the Lord his God. 

“Lord,” he said, “why should your 

anger burn against your people, 

whom you brought out of Egypt with 

great power and a mighty hand? 



12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought 

them out, to kill them in the 

mountains and to wipe them off the 

face of the earth’? Turn from your 

fierce anger; relent and do not bring 

disaster on your people.



13 Remember your servants Abraham, 

Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore 

by your own self: ‘I will make your 

descendants as numerous as the stars 

in the sky and I will give your 

descendants all this land I promised 

them, and it will be their inheritance 

forever.’



14 Then the Lord relented and did not 

bring on his people the disaster he 

had threatened.



Song: “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” UMH#103



Immortal, Invisible,

God Only Wise
103

1. Immortal, invisible,

God only wise,

in light inaccessible

hid from our eyes,

WORDS: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867 (1 Tim. 1:17)



most blessed,

most glorious,

the Ancient of Days,

almighty, victorious,

thy great name we praise.



2. Unresting, unhasting,

and silent as light,

nor wanting, nor wasting,

thou rulest in might;



thy justice

like mountains

high soaring above

thy clouds

which are fountains

of goodness and love.



3. To all, life thou givest,

to both great and small;

in all life thou livest,

the true life of all;



we blossom and flourish

as leaves on the tree,

and wither and perish,

but naught changeth thee.



4. Thou reignest in glory;

thou dwellest in light;

thine angels adore thee,

all veiling their sight;



all laud we would render:

O help us to see

’tis only the splendor

of light hidest thee.



Hearing the Word: 1 Timothy 1:12-17



12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

has given me strength, that he 

considered me trustworthy, 

appointing me to his service. 13 Even 

though I was once a blasphemer and a 

persecutor and a violent man, I was 

shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 



14 The grace of our Lord was poured 

out on me abundantly, along with the 

faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 

15 Here is a trustworthy saying that 

deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners—

of whom I am the worst. 



16 But for that very reason I was 

shown mercy so that in me, the worst 

of sinners, Christ Jesus might display 

his immense patience as an example 

for those who would believe in him 

and receive eternal life.



17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, 

invisible, the only God, be honor and 

glory for ever and ever. Amen.



Song in Response: “Amazing Grace” UMH#378



Amazing Grace 378
WORDS: John Newton, 1779; st. 6 anon. (1 Chr. 17:16-17)

1. Amazing grace!

How sweet the sound

that saved a

wretch like me!



I once was lost,

but now am found;

was blind, but now I see.



2. ’Twas grace that taught

my heart to fear,

and grace my

fears relieved;



how precious did

that grace appear

the hour I first believed.



3. Through many dangers,

toils, and snares,

I have already come;



’tis grace hath brought

me safe thus far,

and grace will

lead me home.



4. The Lord has promised

good to me,

his word my

hope secures;



he will my shield

and portion be

as long as life endures.



5. Yea, when this flesh

and heart shall fail,

and mortal

life shall cease,



I shall possess,

within the veil,

a life of joy and peace.



6. When we’ve been there

ten thousand years,

bright shining

as the sun,



we’ve no less days

to sing God’s praise

than when

we’d first begun.



Hearing the Word: Luke 15:1-10



1 Now the tax collectors and sinners 

were all gathering around to hear 

Jesus.

2 But the Pharisees and the teachers of 

the law muttered, “This man 

welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.”



3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred 

sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t 

he leave the ninety-nine in the open 

country and go after the lost sheep 

until he finds it?



5 And when he finds it, he joyfully 

puts it on his shoulders 

6 and goes home. Then he calls his 

friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost sheep.’ 



7 I tell you that in the same way there 

will be more rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do 

not need to repent.



8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver 

coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light 

a lamp, sweep the house and search 

carefully until she finds it?

9 And when she finds it, she calls her 

friends and neighbors together and 

says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost coin.’



10 In the same way, I tell you, there is 

rejoicing in the presence of the angels 

of God over one sinner who repents.”



Message

Sue Mulvihill



Song in Response: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” UMH#381



Savior, Like a

Shepherd Lead Us
381

WORDS: Attr. to Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1836 (Jn. 10:1-29)

1. Savior, like a

shepherd lead us,

much we need

thy tender care;



in thy pleasant

pastures feed us,

for our use

thy folds prepare.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Thou hast bought us,

thine we are.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Thou hast bought us,

thine we are.



2. We are thine,

thou dost befriend us,

be the guardian

of our way;



keep thy flock,

from sin defend us,

seek us when we

go astray.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Hear, O hear us

when we pray.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Hear, O hear us

when we pray.



3. Thou hast promised

to receive us,

poor and sinful

though we be;



thou hast mercy

to relieve us,

grace to cleanse

and power to free.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

We will early

turn to thee.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

We will early

turn to thee.



4. Early let us

seek thy favor,

early let us

do thy will;



blessed Lord

and only Savior,

with thy love

our bosoms fill.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Thou hast loved us,

love us still.



Blessed Jesus,

blessed Jesus!

Thou hast loved us,

love us still.



Prayers of the People / Pastoral Prayer



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Offering Prayer



Heavenly Father, thank you for all 

the good things you continue to 

provide for us. Don’t let us take 

your gifts for granted or abuse 

them. Instead, help us always to 

rely on you in faith. Bless these gifts 

and the givers and use them and us 

for your good purposes. Amen. 



Benediction



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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