
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

TRINITY TIDINGS: 

SEPTEMBER 2022  

“A TIME OF TRANSITION” 

 
 

 

 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for 

every purpose under heaven”  

-Ecclesiastes 3:1 
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Times of Transition 

 

Welcome to fall. We often think of transitions happening at the 
end of Spring as we move to summer, but now we are in another time 
of transition. School is starting, and children are transitioning to a new 
grade or new school. September 1st is the beginning of 
meteorological fall, with the calendar turning to fall September 21st. 
We are still in ordinary time, but soon will transition into the Holiday 
season and Advent. 
 
Transitions can create anxiety, especially if things are not always clear. One thing we can 
count on is the leading of the Spirit. The Spirit leads us outwardly. This is not something 
theoretical; it is something many in our midst today can give abundant witness to. We 
experience the Spirit leading us, showing us the way. We may not talk about it much. But 
we do experience it. All the time. 
 

We do not always know where the Spirit is leading us, especially in times of 
transition. I am in such a time as I write this as I will be transitioning to a 
chaplain position with a new hospice in October. Things have been in 
transition for me since early August. I inquired about an open position, and I 
sensed then the possibility of the Spirit leading me toward it. But I did not 
know if that would happen. What I did know is I could trust the Spirit was 
leading. How did I come to know that? I mean, know that, not just consider it 
a possibility? It is because this life we have in the Trinity is a thing. When 
Paul speaks about the Trinity he was not theorizing. He was describing what 

a lot of us since have come to directly experience ourselves, or indirectly through others. 
 
We are joint heirs with Jesus. He is our sibling now, walking with us. 
I have heard the word “Trust” from Spirit recently. I have become convinced, that this word 
is not only for me. “Trust.” Perhaps it is a word for you or others around you going 
through challenging times of transition just now, too. 
 
The Spirit is leading us. Jesus is walking with us, supporting us on the way. We 
experience both things kind of externally. But we also experience the Spirit 
moving us internally. Sometimes it is to call out in prayer to “our Father in heaven.” You 
know, that prayer Jesus gave us to use. Or sometimes just the opening words, the bare 
address. We have really been adopted into the Trinity. And when we cry out to the Father 

 

A Message From Pastor Deena 
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like that, well, we know it, we feel it, don’t we? God is our Father in heaven. God is our 
Mother, too. God is our heavenly parent, and we are God’s children. 
 
The planning around the kitchen has begun a transition of that space, 
and there will be more transitions coming as that becomes complete. 
When we did the asset mapping a couple of weeks ago, it is amazing 
the assets that are among us. Be listening for Spirit as we move into 
the transitional time of fall. Our charge conference will be coming soon, 
likely late October and there will be opportunities for changes in 
leadership. You might hear Spirit whisper to you in your heart, or there may be others 
around you who talk with you or ask. The Spirit is moving. I am excited to see where we 
might go next. 
 

 

Trinity’s Charge Conference will likely take place in October. We are currently 

working to set a date and time and will keep you posted. The Charge Conference is the 

yearly point of contact between the District and the local congregation. We will meet in 

person here at the church while our District Superintendent John Tucker will join us via 

Zoom. It is important that we have as many of you attend as possible.  

 We will be discussing our usual annual business, including clergy compensation, 

nominations, and membership reports. In addition, Mr. Tucker has asked us to reflect 

on the following: “For the conversation portion of this year’s charge conference, I will 

be asking church leadership to reflect on the meanings of Inclusion, Innovation, and 

Multiplication. These are the goals and aspirations of the Greater Northwest Area, so 

we all need to be having similar discussions.” Think about what these things mean for 

Trinity and be ready to discuss. Get creative if you need to. For example, 

“Multiplication” can mean more than just increasing attendance and membership. How 

can we multiply our ministries or our impact on the community?  

Be praying on these questions. This will be a conversation between District 

Superintendent John Tucker and everyone in the church. Pastor Deena is not the 

facilitator.  Be thinking about our asset mapping and story-telling. If you have ideas you 

would like to contribute, but do not think you can attend or do not want to attend the 

church conference, let Pastor Deena know and she can bring your ideas to the 

conversation. 

 

Charge Conference Update 
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 Did you know that Robert Burtner’s daughter compiled a 

book of some of his sermons? We are fortunate to have a 

few copies here at the church. Some of the Burtners 

stopped by the church last month! The group included 

Robert Burtner’s daughter, Shelley Burtner Wallace, and his 

grandson who is now a Presbyterian minister down in 

Northern California.  

 The book is titled “Lives of Faith: Biographical Sermons 

by Reverend Robert W. Burtner” and includes twelve 

sermons from the 1960s and 70s, each discussing a well-

known religious figure and how they lived out their faith. 

Some of the subjects include Johann Sebastian Bach, 

Abraham Lincoln, and Elie Wiesel. The sermons are beautifully crafted and the 

messages are powerful.  

 The book also includes a brief biography of Bertner himself and his 

accomplishments are quite impressive. For example, in 1951 he participated in the 

Methodist Church’s World Peace Tour of Europe. He also spent time in the 1980s in 

South Africa where he studied and preached against apartheid.  

 Want to know more? Stop by the office and pick up a copy of the book on loan. If 

you would like to own a copy we can help you buy one through Shelley.  

 This church has a rich history of social service and innovation. We also have a 

bright future ahead of us because we are built on a strong foundation. Since Burtner 

we have had some exceptional pastors and continue to be blessed.  

 

 

 

Moments in Trinity History 
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The following small groups meet regularly at the church, in addition to the outside 

groups that we host, including Pickleball, AA and NA. 
 

WHAT DAY TIME WHERE CONTACT PHONE 

Sewing 

Group 

Tuesday 1-3 PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Carolyn 

Loucks 

541-689-

4586 

Thursday 

Coffee 

Group 

Thursday  10AM Church 

Office 

LeAnn 

Walker 

541-689-

5230 

Prayer 

Group 

Friday 12:30PM Church 

Fireside 

Room 

Cynthia 

Hurenkamp 

559-284-

5607 

Club 

Sandwich 

Last 

Sunday of 

the Month 

After 

Sunday 

Service 

Fellowship 

Hall 

Rebecca 

Wetmore-

Cook 

541-735-

4025 

Your Group 

Here? 

 

Do you have a great idea for a small group or cactus-style club? 

We have spaces available and would love to add some new 

groups to our list! 

 

 

FALL FACT: Fall leaf colors are caused by sugar! Everyone loves those colorful leaf colors in the fall 
from vibrant reds to eye-popping bright oranges, but did you know that the color the leaves turn is 
based on how much sugar is in the leaves? That’s why maple leaves are such a brilliant red color. 

 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS/DISCIPLESHIP 
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Golden Leaves 
We see signs of summer's passing in golden leaves, 
shortening days, misty mornings, autumn glow. 
We sense its passing in rain that dampens, 
winds that chill, Harvest's bounty placed on show. 
Creator God, who brings forth 
both green shoot and hoar frost, 
sunrise and sunset, 
we bring our thanks 
for seeds that have grown, 
harvests gathered, 
storehouses filled, 
mouths fed. 
And, as your good earth rests 
through winter's cold embrace, 
we look forward to its re-awakening 
when kissed by Spring's first touch. 

- Author Unknown 

 

Autumn Months 
O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons. 

 
As we welcome the autumn months, 

may the earlier setting of the sun 
remind us to take time to rest. 

 
May the brilliant colors of the leaves 

remind us of the wonder of your creation. 
 

May the steam of our breath in the cool air 
remind us that it is you who give us the breath of life. 

 
May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given and bounty 

we are to share with others. 
May the dying of summer's spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary and 

life is eternal. 
We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. 

- Author Unknown 
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One More Way to Pray 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

SEPTEMBER 9: PAT WORLEY 

SEPTEMBER 11: JIM RUNDALL 

RICHARD TRUMP 

SEPTEMBER 19: JACE ROHACIK 

SEPTEMBER 22: CHUCK DEER 

SEPTEMBER 24: CAROL DAY 

SEPTEMBER 25: JOANN BISHOP 

SEPTEMBER 26: PAT SMART,  

CYNTHIA HURENKAMP 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

SEPTEMBER 16: DAN AND BARB OLSON 

SEPTEMBER 17: JIM AND FERN RUNDALL 

SEPTEMBER 30: MARY KUTZ & CHRIS HAUBRICH 
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Join us for in-person or online worship at 10:30am every Sunday. 

440 Maxwell Road, Eugene, Oregon 97404 

www.trinityumceugene.org 

October 2022 Trinity UMC Tidings Deadline is September 25th 

We welcome your news and articles for upcoming newsletters. 

Please submit articles in person or by email. 

Upcoming Worship Schedule 

September 4- Pastor Deena preaches Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 

13-18; Philem 1-21; Luke 14: 25-33 

 

September 11- Sue Mulvihill preaches 

 

September 18- Sue Mulvihill preaches 

 

September 25- Pastor Deena preaches Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15;  

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

 

October 2- Pastor Deena preaches Lam 1:1; Psalm 137; 2  

Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10 

 

October 9- Pastor Deena preaches Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; 

Psalm 66:1-12; Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 16- Pastor Deena preaches Jeremiah 31:27-34;  

Psalm 119:97-104; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8 

 

 

 


