
Welcome to Worship!



Prelude Music: Jim Greenwood



Welcome and Announcements





God calls us here today.

We bring our full selves to God: 

our strengths and our weaknesses.

God calls YOU here today.

We offer all we are to God: our 

talents and our inadequacies.



God calls every part of us to bring 

divine love and light into the 

world!

We respond to that call, trusting 

that God is at work within us.

AMEN.



Opening Song: “Jesus Lover of My Soul” UMH#479



Jesus, Lover of My Soul 479

1. Jesus, lover of my soul,

let me to thy bosom fly,

while the nearer

waters roll,

while the tempest still is high.

WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1740 (Wis. 11:26)



Hide me, O

my Savior, hide,

till the storm

of life is past;

safe into the haven guide;

O receive my soul at last.



2. Other refuge have I none,

hangs my helpless

soul on thee;

leave, ah! leave me

not alone,

still support and comfort me.



All my trust on

thee is stayed,

all my help from thee I bring;

cover my

defenseless head

with the shadow of thy wing.



3. Thou, O Christ,

art all I want,

more than all in thee I find;

raise the fallen, cheer the faint,

heal the sick,

and lead the blind.



Just and holy is thy name,

I am all unrighteousness;

false and full of sin I am;

thou art full of

truth and grace.



4. Plenteous grace with

thee is found,

grace to cover all my sin;

let the healing

streams abound,

make and keep me pure within.



Thou of life

the fountain art,

freely let me take of thee;

spring thou up

within my heart;

rise to all eternity.



Opening Prayer



O triune God, what an exciting 

mystery we celebrate today, that 

you, our God, are three persons in 

one being. Your essence is so 

awesome, it is beyond our 

understanding. O God, you adopted 

us as your children through the 

death and resurrection of your Son. 



O Holy Spirit, you gave us faith in 

Jesus through explosive power of 

the gospel. You testify that we are 

God’s children, and you guarantee 

our inheritance of eternal glory with 

Jesus. O holy Trinity, your saving 

love overwhelms us.



Keep us as your own, and each day 

move us to declare: Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord God almighty! We ask 

this in the name of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy spirit, 

one God, through all eternity.  

Amen.



“God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale” UMH #122



God of the Sparrow

God of the Whale
122

1. God of the sparrow

God of the whale

God of the swirling stars

© 1983 Jaroslav J. Vajda

WORDS: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983



How does the creature

say Awe

How does the creature

say Praise



2. God of the earthquake

God of the storm

God of the trumpet blast

How does the creature

cry Woe

How does the creature

cry Save



3. God of the rainbow

God of the cross

God of the empty grave

How does the creature

say Grace

How does the creature

say Thanks



4. God of the hungry

God of the sick

God of the prodigal

How does the creature

say Care

How does the creature

say Life



5. God of the neighbor

God of the foe

God of the pruning hook

How does the creature

say Love

How does the creature

say Peace



6. God of the ages

God near at hand

God of the loving heart

How do your children

say Joy

How do your children

say Home



Hearing the Word: Ephesians 4:1-16



1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I 

urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received. 2 Be 

completely humble and gentle; be 

patient, bearing with one another in 

love. 3 Make every effort to keep the 

unity of the Spirit through the bond 

of peace. 



4 There is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you were called to one hope 

when you were called;

5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 

6 one God and Father of all, who is 

over all and through all and in all.



7 But to each one of us grace has 

been given as Christ apportioned it.

8 This is why it says: “When he 

ascended on high, he took many 

captives and gave gifts to his 

people.”



9 (What does “he ascended” mean 

except that he also descended to the 

lower, earthly regions? 

10 He who descended is the very one 

who ascended higher than all the 

heavens, in order to fill the whole 

universe.)



11 So Christ himself gave the 

apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

12 to equip his people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up…



13 until we all reach unity in the 

faith and in the knowledge of the 

Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ.



14 Then we will no longer be infants, 

tossed back and forth by the waves, 

and blown here and there by every 

wind of teaching and by the cunning 

and craftiness of people in their 

deceitful scheming.



15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, 

we will grow to become in every 

respect the mature body of him who 

is the head, that is, Christ...



16 From him the whole body, joined 

and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and 

builds itself up in love, as each part 

does its work



Song: “I Know Who I Have Believed” UMH#714



I Know Whom I Have Believed 714

1. I know not why

God’s wondrous grace

to me he hath made known,

WORDS: Daniel W. Whittle, 1883 (2 Tim. 1:12)



nor why, unworthy,

Christ in love

redeemed me for his own.



Refrain

But I know whom

I have believed,

and am persuaded

that he is able



to keep that

which I’ve committed

unto him against that day.



2. I know not how

this saving faith

to me he did impart,



nor how believing

in his word

wrought peace

within my heart.



Refrain

But I know whom

I have believed,

and am persuaded

that he is able



to keep that

which I’ve committed

unto him against that day.



3. I know not how

the Spirit moves,

convincing us of sin,



revealing Jesus

through the word,

creating faith in him.



Refrain

But I know whom

I have believed,

and am persuaded

that he is able



to keep that

which I’ve committed

unto him against that day.



4. I know not when

my Lord may come,

at night or noonday fair,



nor if I walk

the vale with him,

or meet him in the air.



Refrain

But I know whom

I have believed,

and am persuaded

that he is able



to keep that

which I’ve committed

unto him against that day.



Hearing the Word: Luke 12:32-40



32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it 

is your Father's good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 

possessions, and give alms. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not 

wear out, an unfailing treasure in 

heaven, where no thief comes near 

and no moth destroys.



34 For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also.

35 "Be dressed for action and have 

your lamps lit; 36 be like those who 

are waiting for their master to return 

from the wedding banquet, so that 

they may open the door for him as 

soon as he comes and knocks.



37 Blessed are those slaves whom 

the master finds alert when he 

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten 

his belt and have them sit down to 

eat, and he will come and serve 

them. 



38 If he comes during the middle of 

the night, or near dawn, and finds 

them so, blessed are those slaves.



39 "But know this: if the owner of the 

house had known at what hour the 

thief was coming, he would not 

have let his house be broken into.

40 You also must be ready, for the 

Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour."



Message: “Readiness in Christ” 
Pastor Deena Wolfe



Offering Our Gifts



Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, 
all creatures here below; 

Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
Praise God, 

the source of all our gifts
Praise Jesus Christ, 
whose power uplifts

Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit
Hallelujah, Hallelujah, 

Hallelujah! PRAISE GOD!!



Prayer of Confession / Prayer of the People



God of Redemption,

You call us to wash ourselves 

clean, so that our transgressions 

fall away.

May we cease doing evil, learn to 

do good, and seek justice. You call 

us to rescue the oppressed, defend 

the orphan, and plead for the widow



May we not forget these 

responsibilities you’ve set before 

us.

We are grateful for the reminder 

from the prophet Isaiah that,

though our sins are like scarlet, 

you’ll make us like snow!



Even though they are red like 

crimson, you make them like wool!

May we be obedient and willing 

followers, pleasing unto you.

Amen.

In this spirit of thanksgiving, let us 

pray together the prayer that Jesus 

taught us to pray:



Our God, who lives in heaven 

holy is Your name.

Your kingdom come, 

Your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread



and forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those 

who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Yours is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, forever. 

Amen.



Holy Communion



Communion Prayer- A Great Thanksgiving



Christ is with us.

Yes, he is! Hallelujah!

The Holy Spirit is in this place!

Ignite our hearts!

Raise your hands! Lift your voices!

God, we are yours!



We are yours, all yours, blessed 

Triune God, all our lives, all our 

thanks, all our praise, all our 

hesitations, all our grumbling, all 

our fears, we give it all to you, with 

all our bodies, and minds, and 

voices.

Yours, all yours!



Yours the blessing, yours the 

praise, from the unimaginable 

silence before the big bang,

beyond the farthest reaches of time 

and space our instruments may 

ever find, from infinity to infinity, 

everlasting to everlasting,

you are God, boundless in love and 

power.



We stand in awe, trembling in the 

light of your glory! What are we 

that you should notice us? What are 

we that you should love us? What 

are we what you should call us into 

covenant with you, a covenant we 

continually broke,

and you continuously sustained.

Mercy! How full of mercy!



How can we but praise you,

joining our voices with the song of 

angels and saints, with seraphim 

and martyrs, with Lady Wisdom at 

the crossroads, elders in heaven,

and all creatures on the earth, 

under the earth, and in rivers, 

oceans, streams, and skies,

with strangers and family in every 

generation, saying:



Jesus Christ who comes in our 

God's name, you are worthy, 

worthy! Lamb of God for all 

creation slain, you are worthy, 

worthy! Hosanna to our King! 

Hosanna to our King! 

You are holy, O God!

Holy! 

You are worthy, O Christ!

Worthy!



Worthy in your birth! Worthy in your 

living!

Worthy in your loving! Worthy in 

your serving!

Worthy when you preached good 

newsthat God's kingdom has drawn 

near! Worthy as you gather 

disciples, then and now, to learn 

and show the world

what life in God's reign means:



healing for the sick,

new life for the dead,

cleansing for the lepers,

freedom for the possessed,

peace for the sinful,

hope for the suffering,

Holy Spirit, Power and Truth

poured out for all.



Worthy! Worthy! Worthy above all!

Worthy too, the night we betrayed 

you, when you took the bread, 

blessed it and broke it,

and gave it to your disciples.

Worthy when you told them,

"This is my body broken for you. 

Remember me."

We remember.



Worthy when you took the cup, 

praised God and shared it, and 

worthy when you said, "This is my 

blood of the new covenant for you.

Remember me.“ We remember.

We remember, and we praise you 

with our lives and these gifts of 

bread and wine, proclaiming with 

one voice the mystery of faith:



Christ has died. Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again.

Come upon us, Holy Spirit.

Come upon us, Holy Spirit.

Come upon these gifts.

Come upon these gifts.

Make them be for us Christ's body, 

Christ's blood. Make us one body 

in Christ enlivened by his blood.



One in heart, one in mind, one in 

you, Holy Spirit, as you move us to 

pray for the church and the world:

That we may proclaim the gospel 

boldly: Hear us, Lord.

That we may offer your healing for 

all who are sick, and people who are 

torn and weary:

Hear us, Lord.



That we may be channels of your 

mercy over all your works, in earth, 

and sky and sea: Hear us, Lord.

That many dead and left for dead 

may be raised, and death itself 

vanquished: Hear us, Lord.

That all who are unclean may 

receive your cleansing grace:

Hear us, Lord.



That all who are possessed, 

oppressed, distressed, depressed 

and downcast may be set free at 

last. 

Hear us, Lord.

Even so, come and fill this feast, 

Holy Spirit, this day, and every day 

until that day when we eat it new at 

the marriage supper of the Lamb!



All blessing and glory,

thanksgiving and power,

wisdom and honor and might,

be yours, Holy Triune God,

now and forever. 

Amen!



Thanksgiving After Communion



Thank you, God, for uniting us 
with Jesus in this holy mystery.
We are no longer our own, but 

yours.
So send us, and put us

to leading and serving in your 
mission wherever we go. Amen.



Closing Song: “Shine Jesus Shine” TFWS#2173



Shine, Jesus, Shine
Graham Kendrick (2 Cor. 4:6)

2173

Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;

© 1987 Make Way Music, admin. by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



1. Lord, the light of your

love is shining

in the midst of the

darkness shining;



Jesus, Light of the

World, shine upon us,

set us free by the

truth you now bring us.

Shine on me, shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



2. Lord, I come to your

awesome presence

from the shadows

into your radiance;



by the blood I may

enter your brightness,

search me, try me,

consume all my darkness.

Shine on me,

shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



3. As we gaze on your

kingly brightness,

so our faces

display your likeness;



ever changing from

glory to glory,

mirrored here may our

lives tell your story.

Shine on me,

shine on me.



Refrain

Shine, Jesus, shine,

fill this land with

the Father’s glory,

blaze, Spirit, blaze,

set our hearts on fire;



flow, river, flow,

flood the nations 

with grace and mercy,

send forth your word,

Lord, and let there be light.



Sending Out



O Spirit of God, Come and dwell 

deep within us. With every step we 

take, guide us. With every word we 

speak, teach us. With every prayer 

we make, hear us. We make this 

prayer in the name of God our 

parent, who shared the Son with us, 

Jesus our Savior, who died and rose 

for us, and The Holy Spirit our 

Guide, who binds us together. Amen



Postlude: Jim Greenwood
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